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INTRODUCTION. 



'T^HE following sermons are published in the fulfilment 
-*• of a promise made to many persons who heard them 
in Dr. Jackson's parish, and in the city of New York, 
where most of them were delivered during a Lenten 
season, in St. Ann's Church. During his last sickness 
he regretted his unfulfilled promise, and requested that 
they might be given to those who had desired them. 
They are published without the careful revision and 
studious thought which they would have received had 
he lived ; being only faithful transcripts of the thoughts 
and meditations of one who knew by long experience the 
full meaning of the truths he preached, who exemplified 
them by his life, who was supported and consoled by 
them in the many sorrows which attended his pilgrimage, 
and who was made by them conqueror, and more than 
conqueror, over death and the grave. 

This volume of sermons is dedicated more particularly 
to those belonging to the parish where for so many years 
Dr. Jackson labored, and to whom he ministered " when 
in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity." 



lO INTRODUCTION. 

It has been well said : " A riven heart is the best ex- 
positor of God's teaching about the saints asleep. Few 
have ever sorrowed, and missed learning mysteries of 
consolation." Like his Divine Master, he, too, was a 
"man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;" and his 
own deep experience made him to them the "brother 
bom for adversity." It was from wells of personal ex- 
perience that he drew the healing waters wherewith he 
refreshed and strengthened many a fainting heart. The 
love of those who were bound to him by such ties will 
cause them to overlook defects, while they recall the 
tender tones of one who has passed within the veil, and 
who sees no longer " through a glass darkly," but " face 
to face," and who now knows the reality of the great 
truths he so faithfully preached. 

Should the eye of strangers fall upon this book, it may 
be interesting to them to know something of the writer's 
history. 

The Rev. Charles D. Jackson, D.D., was born in 
Fairfax County, Va., in 1811, but removed in early in- 
fancy to Salem, Mass. He entered Phillips Exeter 
Academy at an early age, and was a hard, laborious 
student at that celebrated institution. In the year 1834 
he graduated at Dartmouth College, having one of the 
prominent parts at the Commencement. 

Says the distinguished historian. Dr. Lord, a classmate 
and friend of Dr. Jackson : " He was a great favorite in 
college, and very brilliant and prominent. He was most 
remarkable for his magnificent elocution. He was the 
most effective orator in college ; also a very fine writer, 
and a man of very affectionate nature, great sagacity, 
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good sense, and very extensive attainments." He was 
educated in the strict tenets of Calvinism ; but while in 
college formed an attachment for the Episcopal Church, 
which he retained through his theological course at 
Andover, Mass. At the close of his studies there, his 
health failed, and he was obliged for a time to relinquish 
the one fond wish of his life, — to preach the Gospel of 
Christ. By patient and untiring labor he had prepared, 
and well prepared, himself for his life's work, and with 
youthful energy and zeal had girded himself for the race, 
when the rod of suffering was laid upon him, and he was 
called to a life of passive endurance, rather than of ac- 
tive service. After some months of debility, — a resi- 
dence in a warm climate having been prescribed for him, 
— he took charge of the Classical Institute in Peters- 
burg, Va. Afterward, in Philadelphia, and later, as 
associate with Dr. Hawks, at Flushing, he spent some 
years profitably and pleasantly in teaching. He was 
ever afterward most deeply interested in Christian edu- 
cation. His series of essays on that topic, published in 
the " Church Record," edited by Dr. Hawks, were widely 
read, and considered standard authority. He was also 
editor for the Church Book Society for some years, and 
rendered valuable service in that department. 

After the recovery of his voice and healthy with a 
heart full of thanksgiving for the great privilege, he en- 
tered upon the duties of the ministry in its parochial 
work. He was the first Rector of St. Luke's Church, 
Rossville, Staten Island, being instrumental in building 
and furnishing the church and providing a rectory. He 
then removed to Westchester, N. Y., where after a 
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ministry of twenty-three years he died on June 28, 187 1. 
For the last four years of his life he was Dean of the 
Southern Convocation of the Diocese. How well he ful- 
filled his duties, and how dear he was to the clergy, the 
resolutions passed at the first meeting after his decease 
testify. 

About two years before his death, his health almost 
imperceptibly began to fail ; and although he still labored 
as usual, it was not with his accustomed vigor. His 
parishioners most kindly and generously sent him to 
Europe, giving him the rest and recreation which he so 
much needed. He enjoyed the trip, the society of the 
dear friends with whom he was constantly associated, and 
all the wonders of the Old World ; but before his return 
he felt the premonition of his nearing the eternal shore 
and his everlasting home. His active work was then 
over, and "suffering became his worship." 

The solemn hours when earthly ties are severed, and 
the veil is lifted to the passing soul, should be sacredly 
held by those nearest and dearest to the departing saint. 
Yet it may be right, and may comfort some fearful, de- 
sponding spirits, to know how one who wrote and taught 
so much of the unseen world, who believed that all must 
gladly share with Christ the fellowship of His sufferings, 
and who gazed undimmed upon the glories that shall 
hereafter be revealed, approached that world; whether 
he faltered or failed when his faith was tried, and 
whether his dying testimony was given to the truths he 
preached. 

" As silver is tried," so was- he tried and was not found 
wanting. The loss of dear children and friends made 
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that world which he was approaching by slow and painful 
processes a dear and familiar home. God's hand was 
laid heavily upon him, and for more than a year he was 
a great and, at times, an .acute sufferer. For months it 
might literally be said that he struggled for breath, so 
great was the oppression on his chest For eighteen 
months he knew not the refreshment of healthy sleep, 
but sat up in his bed supported by pillows. Yet during 
the long night-watches he never complained, but spoke 
constantly of the loving-kindness of the Lord. If with 
full hearts those around asked him, " What of the night ? " 
his answer was invariably, "I have suffered much, but 
not what my sins deserve ; and I would rather praise Him 
for His goodness than rebel at what He has laid upon 
me." One night, when he was suffering such agony as 
few are called to bear, he called one of his sons to him. 
" What is it, father ? " " My son," said he, " the angels 
are here, — they are ministering ta me. I know they are 
here, but I called you, hoping that you might see them 
too." To a dear friend in a distant land he sent this 
message : " Tell her that the bright land of which I have 
preached so much, grows more and more beautiful as I 
near the shore." Much of his time was spent in repeat- 
ing the Liturgy of the Church, and " hymns and spiritual 
songs." He often said, " His rod and his staff do com- 
fort me, and His precious promises uphold me." For 
months he was carried to his church, and assisted up the 
aisle, that he might kneel at the altar he loved so well, 
and pray as he could pray nowhere else. In answer, he 
believed, to earnest prayer, he was able to be carried to 
the church on Easter Sunday, and celebrate, as only those 
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who suffer can celebrate, Christ's dying love. He took 
some small part in the service ; but in the administration 
of the elements could not even whisper, but gave them 
in perfect silence. Who that was there but felt that 
mute farewell ? He turned and looked lovingly upon the 
Easter flowers, kissed and blessed a little one that was 
lifted for his blessing, and with the incense of those sweet 
flowers following his retreating steps, he passed from his 
earthly work to his heavenly reward, — from his Saviour's 
cross and passion to his own struggle with the unseen 
foe and to his never-ending Easter Day. A few more 
weeks of pain and suffering, when every day seemed the 
last, and the gate of the celestial city opened, and he 
entered in. When told of the last symptoms, he lifted 
his hand and said the " Gloria Patri," in a clear, full 
voice, and then repeated a hymn of praise. His last 
words of comfort, telling of the care which he would be 
allowed to take of tho3e nearest and dearest to him, will 
never be forgotten by them, nor the calm delight with 
which he spoke of the presence of his departed ones, who 
had come to bear him hence. "They are here, — all 
here." At the last, sleep — such sleep as had not been 
his for many weary months — was given him, but it was 
the last. 
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His sufferings ended with the day, 

And at the evening's close. 
He breathed the long, long night away, 

In statue-like repose. 
But when the sun, in glorious state. 

Illumed the eastern skies. 
He passed through glory's morning gate. 

And walked in Paradise." 
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His " painful life was ended," and he went to " dwell 
with Christ, in life everlasting," and to realize what here, 
in these sermons, he had dimly foreshadowed. 

Many gathered around his grave, as, at the close of a 
lovely summer day, our beloved bishop spoke of the useful 
life and happy death of their rector ; and many wept as 
the Sunday-school children, whom he dearly loved, sang 
of Jesus' love, which can overcome death and the grave ; 
but no more tender ties were there severed, no more 
bitter tears shed, than by those to whom he had minis- 
tered in their grief. To such, and to his beloved pa- 
rishioners who ministered so tenderly to him during his 
long and weary sickness, these sermons — written for 
their consolation in affliction, and that " their eyes " too 
might " see the King in His beauty, and behold the land 
that is very far off " — are dedicated. May they be " to 
their great and endless comfort " ! 
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MYSTERY OF SUFFERING. 

I, 

Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things 
which He suffered. — Hebrews v. 8. 

npHESE words are full of mystery. That Christ, who 
was the Son of God, and who was God, should at- 
tain to knowledge by learning, is a mystery ; that He 
should learn obedience, is a greater one ; and that He 
should come to this obedience by suffering, is a mystery 
greater still. And a little reflection — devout reflection 
upon the fact that Christ was a sufferer ; that aside from 
His last agonies He was, all His life long, a " Man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief" — may give us some 
new estimates of the nature and meaning of our own 
suffering, " in mind, body, or estate." It will show us, 
among other things, that though suffering is the fruit of 
sin, the innocent must suffer with and for the guilty, and 
that those sufferings have a transcendent meaning, carry- 
ing us, in their far-reaching significance, beyond the 
boundaries of time, and finding their record and result 
in the boundless and eternal future. 
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From this exposition of the text we may learn, — 
First. That pain and suffering have in this economy a 
mysterious agency, working out great and manifold re- 
sults. " If," says one, " we ponder on the incomprehen- 
sible nature of pain, whether of mind or of body ; of its 
invisibility and its vividness ; of its exceeding sharpness, 
penetrating our whole being; of its unscrutable origin, 
and the indissoluble link, nevertheless, that binds it unto 
sin ; and, lastly, of its mysterious relation to the suffer- 
ing and the perfection of our Lord, we shall see reason 
to believe that a power so near to us and so awful has 
energies and fulfils designs in God's kingdom unknown 
to us." And, I may add, when we consider that this 
pain, here omnipresent, from which there is no escape, 
there^ in the great future, still abides, following our na- 
ture beyond the grave, and adhering to it in all the fear- 
fulness and woe of a second death ; that there^ in the 
fearful imagery of Scripture, " they gnaw their tongues for 
pain ; " " they desire to die, and death flees from them ; " 
— when we think of this scourge of the Almighty, we may 
well dread even its shadow in the present, and flee as for 
our lives from " the wrath that is to come." 

In the beginning, as we know, sorrow and pain were 
only the wages of sin. Suffering was penal, working 
only death ; but by the mystery of the Incarnation, and 
since Christ "bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree," pain, whether of body or mind, has become a dis- 
cipline. It is now in the righteous, as in the person of 
the Lord, not a punishment, but a perfecting and even a 
glorifying process. To the impenitent, and obstinately 
impenitent, it is still, in all its rigor, a scourge and pun- 
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ishment ; while to the righteous it is a cleansing and a 
purifying process. "For though no affliction for the 
present seemeth joyous, but grievous : nevertheless after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby." 

Thus pain, suffering, is an agent of awful power, cleans- 
ing some, branding others, yet always merciful in intent. 

Christ learned it as only pain can be learned, — by 
suffering it. No definition in words can give an idea of 
pain. It is something learned not by speculation, but by 
endurance. And so only could the Lord himself learn 
it. He must suffer as we suffer, or He never could be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; and never, 
without it, could He have brought that nature, which He 
came to sanctify and make obedient, into subjection and 
acquiescence to the Divine will. 

All creatures, my brethren, in this fallen world learn 
obedience by the things they suffer. Inferior orders are 
made obedient to us by the discipline of pain. Nor is 
this infliction arbitrary, — the outbreak of cruelty; it is 
the dictate both of wisdom and of love. It is the method 
of a true affection, for we use it toward our own offspring, 
knowing that, if'omitted, it would be to their great loss. 
But beyond this, we read its great significance in those 
words of truth as well as of comfort: "As many as I 
love I rebuke and chasten ; " " Whom the Lord loveth, 
He chasteneth." 

In the second place, we see there is much suffering in 
this world that merits not only our pity, or rather not so 
much our pity, as our reverence and awe. When we con- 
sider what suffering is actually doing for the righteous 
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man, — that it is bringing him into fellowship with the 
sufferings of Christ ; that in him, as in Christ, it is work- 
ing toward the perfecting of his nature; moulding him 
into the image and likeness of the Crucified ; preparing 
him through the dark night of his sorrow for those morn- 
ing joys soon to break upon him, and never to pass 
away; — when we think of the sanctity into which they 
grow under this sharp discipline of the Father's ' love, we 
approach them with a reverence and a silent awe, as 
those under the immediate and almost visible hand of 
God, and we revere them as saints "who bear in their 
bodies the marks of the Lord Jesus." No wonder that 
in early times, when the suffering life of the Lord was 
yet vividly remembered, they were supposed to be most 
like Him who bore most patiently their cross, and drank 
deepest of His cup, and were baptized most thoroughly 
with His baptism. No wonder that an Apostle should 
commend those most, who not only believed^ but " suffered 
for His name." No wonder that such were canonized as 
saints above all others, and that the more zealous of the 
early Christians chose out for themselves, as making them 
most like their Lord, a life of poverty and pain ; that 
" as many as had possessions sold them, and laid the 
price at the Apostles' feet." And although this zeal car- 
ried men into the abuse of a great truth, to self-infliction 
and austerities, — as though heaven were to be won by 
their own inflictions, — and although it does not justify, it 
does also explain why later still they believed, as men do 
now, that for those imperfect Christians who live deli- 
cate and pampered lives, without self-denial and without 
the cross of suffering, there was*a purgatory beyond the 
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grave; a furnace for the purging and refining of their 
souls before they could enter into rest. But, beloved, 
aside from any misinterpretation, the solemn truth still 
remains, declared by Christ Himself, and from which 
there is no escape, "Whosoever will be My disciple must 
take his cross," take it daily, and so, with that burden of 
suffering, " follow Me." Still, it is a truth never to be 
relaxed, that " through much tribulation we enter the 
kingdom of God." Some time or other, in some way or 
other, we must take up that cross and pass through that 
tribulation. The only alternative is suffering here, or suf- 
fering there^ — here for a season, "our light afflictions 
working out for us an exceeding weight of glory \ " or 
there, where hope departs, and our suffering is the suffer- 
ing of the lost. 

In the third place, we may learn from this in what 
spirit and temper of mind we should meet our trials and 
afflictions when they come. Our Blessed Lord suffered 
through all His life as no other son of man could suffer, 
and yet there is this noticeable mystery about it, — He 
seems never to have lost His peace of mind, or, as we 
terra it, complete happiness. The same is true in degree 
of the Apostles. They " rejoiced," as they tell us, " in 
their tribulations," and found it " good," like David, to 
" be afflicted." There were two reasons for this in their 
case, which may also exist in ours. One was, that they 
had learned obedience by the things they suffered. Their 
wills were subdued so as to be in entire acquiescence 
with the Divine. And this is the sum of all piety and of 
all peace, — this loving, cheerful, and entire surrender 
of ourselves and all we have and are to the Sovereign 
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Disposer of all events, saying, not in mere form, but in 
the deepest sense of the soul, " Thy will, O God, be 
done," with me, with mine. This, probably, is the hap- 
piest state to which a soul may attain in this world. It 
is the true reconciliation and affiliation of the soul to 
God. In this state of mind we rest assured that nothing, 
whether it be of sorrow or of gladness, can essentially 
harm us, for " all things shall work together for good to 
those who love God." In it we, too, " learn obedience " 
by the things we suffer. This was the great reason why 
the Apostles and martyrs and all saintly souls have been 
made happy in their tribulations. They have learned to 
say, when the sorrow came, " The cup which my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it?" This medicine for 
my soul, shall I not take it and be healed ? They have 
found by experience this precious truth, that 

" The darts of anguish^j: not where the seat 
Of suffering hath been thoroughly fortified 
By acquiescence in the Will Supreme, 
For time and for eternity." 

A second cause of this rejoicing and comfort in tribu- 
lation is in the fact that God gives to all whom He thus 
disciplines, the compensating grace of submission and of 
peace. We are put into the furnace, like the ores, that 
we may be refined, and so be set hereafter as jewels in 
the crown of Christ. Thus viewed, while we never should 
unnecessarily expose ourselves to sickness and pain, yet 
should we never be afraid of them when they come. 
Rightly used, they will be the medicine and cure of all 
our woes. In the world to come, when we know all these 
mysteries, there will be nothing, probably, in all our ex- 
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perience and history, for which we shall be so thankful, as 
the trials through which we were called to pass in order 
to enter the bright and blessed kingdom of our Lord. 

I may add to this argument as to the beneficent effects 
of our Heavenly Father's visitations, the testimony of 
many of those who have passed through them. Some 
are hardened, indeed, under their sufferings; but those 
who have used them aright, tell us how precious were 
those days, — how, as the world passed from their sight, 
brighter visions of a brighter world entranced their souls, 
and they grew into the love and likeness of Him whose 
fashioning hand was then laid upon them. And these 
saintly souls thus purified are compared to their former 
selves, as the refined metal to the common ore, — coming 
out of the furnace all white and pure, reflecting more dis- 
tinctly than ever the image of the refiner. There is also, 
in such as have so suffered, a type of piety marked by 
the heavenly signs of humility, gentleness, and kindness ; 
a reserved, undemonstrative quietness ; a walking softly 
before the Lord ; a charity tender and enlarged ; a com- 
passion and pity, genuine and unaffected ; and a sympa- 
thy with all " who suffer in mind, body, or estate," that 
fits them to be ministers of consolation to those around 
them. 

Wherefore, from these considerations, there is deep 
reason why our Lord should say, with a solemn emphasis, 
" Blessed are ye that weep now," " that mourn," " that 
hunger and thirst," " for ye shall be comforted ; " and 
that He should add to the self-indulgent who know no 
cross, " Woe unto you that are full, for ye have received 
your consolation." 
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Finally, He who, while here on earth, " learned obedi- 
ence by the things He suffered," is now the Great High- 
Priest passed into the heavens, — Jesus Christ the Son 
of God. Yet can He still be " touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities." For " having been in all points 
tempted," tried, and pained "as we are, He is able to 
succor us " in all our sorrow, care, and pain. Where-' 
fore, in all hours of darkness, let us wait patiently for the 
morn. For as truly as He who suffered on earth now 
reigns and triumphs in heaven, so truly shall there be 
for you who mourn a day of gladness, peace, and victory. 

" For sorrow, like that darkest hour 
That just precedes the day. 
Is only sent to fit our hearts 
For joy's unclouded ray." 
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II. 

And fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my 
flesh. — CoLossiANS i. 24. 

nPHE text, if it be somewhat obscure, is so because of 
the great mystery of suffering. It is a great mystery 
that He who was without sin should be the chiefest of 
sufferers ; that, aside from His last agonies, He passed 
His life as a man of sorrows. It is a mystery and a mar- 
vel, that, while "the whole creation groaneth and travail- 
eth in pain together," they suffer most who are most in 
virtue like their Lord. That innocent babes, that woman 
more than man, should suffer; that speechless pain 
should issue through the groans of animal life, — all this 
is a myster)' whose solution, or rather absorption, can be 
found only in that greater mystery, which includes all 
others, — the mystery of sin and its cure. In that we 
learn that the law of sin and death from Adam, and the 
law of life from Christ, are stretched together over our 
whole humanity; and meeting in each regenerate and 
new-born soul, there results the strife of opposing forces, 
— the pains of conflict. And as the strife goes on, the 
pangs of a daily death mingle with the unspeakable joys 
of a new-born life, — the tears of sorrow becoming the 
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prism of that bow of promise on the brow of darkness, 
cloud, and storm. 

These sufferings of comparative innocence — the 
greater sufferings of those nearest and dearest to Gk)d, 
viewed apart and by themselves, and not as the develop- 
ment and process of a benevolent and merciful law — 
must either make men doubt a universal providence, 
and so conclude that it is best to give themselves up to 
any sensual excess, saying, " Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die ; " or else, when trouble comes, to 
bow to it as a hard necessity, still warding it off by 
every contrivance, and turning the mind from it as an 
evil as well as a bitter thing. And yet the Scripture 
teacheth that we should take it into the heart as a nour- 
ishing and healing balm, — the curative though painful 
process of a malady that ends, if unrelieved, in the bitter 
pains of an everlasting death. And so the Apostle says, 
in the text, these paradoxical words, " I rejoice in my suf- 
ferings." And the reason which he gives for this is that 
which I shall make more particularly the matter of this 
discourse ; namely, that in these sufferings and sorrows 
he was filling up his allotted portion of the sufferings of 
Christ for His Church, — "the mystical body," "the 
blessed company of all faithful people." 

Herein there is a distinct statement of a fact, which is 
elsewhere in Scripture only implied, — to wit, that while 
Jesus suffered all that was necessary for the atonement 
and for the redemption of His Church, He did not suffer 
all that it was necessary, through some deep mystery, for 
that body to endure; else, indeed, there would have 
qeen for His Church no more suffering on earth. If all 
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that mercy, or even justice, demands had been exhausted 
in the person of Jesus, then further suffering would be 
needless pain. Hence there is left for each member of 
that body, of which Christ was the suffering Head, his 
own appointed portion ; so that they who have taken the 
cross of Christ will ever find it pressing upon them some- 
where^ — in mind, body, or estate. 

But when we speak of our fellowship in Christ's suffer- 
ings, we must discriminate between that agony in which 
the expiatory sacrifice was offered, and He " treads the 
wine-press alone^^ and those sufferings which He bore as 
a man, and bore with and for His brethren. In these 
sufferings there is a fellowship ; so that each one of His 
disciples may and must " drink of His cup and be bap- 
tized with His baptism." 

To suffer for Christ, then, is a distinction not given to 
every man ; it is only for those elect and precious ones, 
such as the Apostle includes when, commending certain 
of the Philippians, he said, "Unto you [as the higher 
honor] it is given not only to believe, but to suffer for 
His sake." Not of all suffering, therefore, but only of 
that which hath this high element of grace in it, do I now 
speak. And though the subject commends itself mainly 
to a class, to those who are called to suffer for His name, 
yet it may be of profit to us all : for trials of some kind 
each living soul must bear ; and whatever may be out- 
ward appearances, yet, like the disciples at Caesar's court 
who wore the hair-shirt beneath the gay clothing, each 
soul bears its own secret grief, and each heart " knoweth 
its own bitterness." 

Of the sufferings and trials of life, then, I would re- 
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mark, there are three distinctive forms, producing in 
each case different results. 

First. There are those which are penal and retributive, 
as where in our sufferings we simply reap the fruit of our 
own sowing. The second form is the remedial or discipli- 
nary, whereby "whom God loves, He chastens." The 
third form, and that which is indicated in the text, is that 
which is borne for others. This is the highest form of suf- 
fering known on earth. And I think that those who have 
been called to it have sometimes lost the high virtue of this 
gift — I mean its comfort, its consolation — by not dis- 
criminating between this and that other form of personal 
chastisement and fatherly correction, promotive of one's 
own culture and sanctity. For in such case it is fit and 
proper that we should think mainly of our own case, and 
bear patiently the fiery trial that is meant to purge us. 
But in the case of substituted vicarious suffering, — suf- 
fering, that is, for others, — we have to care mainly for 
those for whom we suffer. And hence the joy, paradoxi- 
cal as it may seem, with which the Scriptures exhort us 
to enter into this suffering, — a joy like that which a 
mother would have if she could bear the pain of her suf- 
fering babe ; " Rejoicing," as Saint Peter exhorts his con- 
verts, "because ye are thereby made partakers of the 
sufferings of Christ." Thus Jesus, whose sufferings were 
wholly vicarious, who knew no pang of penal or remedial 
woe, yet suffered what no mortal could endure. He 
thought only of those whose burdens He was called to 
bear. " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for J/Jr, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children." This prin- 
ciple of self-abnegation you see pervading all the suffer- 
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ings of the Apostles, and causing that inexpressible joy 
which they only can have who are counted worthy to 
suffer for His name. But, as I said, it is not given to 
everyone who suffers to suffer thus; to have an actual 
fellowship in the sufferings of Christ, and " bear in his 
own body the marks of the Lord Jesus." 

Now, of these substituted sufferings — sufferings, that is, 
endured for the good of others, or visited upon us, with- 
out fault of ours, through the sins of others, under that 
general law whereby " the sins of the fathers are visited 
upon the children," — I would remark : 

First, They who bear them in a large degree are 
singled out and consecrated by a painful discipline for 
this high vocation. " I will show him," said Christ, when 
He spake of the call of Saul of Tarsus to the apostle- 
ship, " how great things he shall suffer for My name." 
And, my brethren, you know the tribulations — yea, the 
daily deaths — through which he passed. And when the 
same Apostle recites the names of those great heroes whom 
God had honored with the high mission of leaders, con- 
fessors, and martyrs in His Church, — names, he says, 
" of whom the world was not worthy," — he tells us that 
their discipline was in trials^ — trials of cruel mockings 
and scourgings, — being afflicted, destitute, tormented. 
The principle is a universal one. No great man ever 
lived for the good of his race, no people ever attained to 
be lights and leaders in the world, but were consecrated 
to their mission by trials from which common natures 
shrink, and the selfish flee. It was not from a life of soft- 
ness and effeminacy and self-indulgence that Saint John, 
in vision, saw the heroes and martyrs ascending up to God, 
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but " out of much tribulation ; their garments washed and 
made white in blood," — the blood, too, of innocence, the 
" blood of the Lamb." These wounds and deaths are not 
the punishments of sin, but marks of renown. 

But though, my brethren, we are not all called to be, 
in this high sense, heroes or martyrs for His name, yet. 

Secondly, There is one end and purpose for which we 
do all bear in some degree the sufferings of Christ; 
namely, that we may become, in this sad world of sorrow 
and suffering, sympathizing ministers of consolation. It is 
said, beautifully said, of Christ, that "it became Him, — 
that is, it was a most fit and becoming act, — " in bringing 
many sons into glory, to make the captain of our salvation 
perfect through suffering," so that, " having suffered and 
been tried in all points like as we are," He might be 
able to succor with a tender pity all those who now suffer 
in mind, body, or estate ; so that we could have in Him 
at all times, " an High-Priest who was touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities^ Now, this ministry of succor- 
ing love of the Head is administered through the members 
of His body ; and that they, too, might enter into the 
very griefs and pains and sorrows they would relieve, 
they, likewise, are consecrated by suffering, and so learn 
to bear each other's burdens, "fulfilling" therein "the 
law of Christ." Such an one, who has himself been under 
the rod, felt its pain and its healing, hath upon him the 
marks of one who " cometh from Edom, with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah;" and he seems to say to us, in the 
words of the Prophet, " I am the man who hath seen 
affliction." " He hath bent His bow, and set m^ as a 
mark for the arrows." 1 know your sorrows. I have 
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tasted of that cup. And what a blessing in this sad 
world are those who have been so trained ! Therefore 
we say, with the Apostle, " Blessed be God, who com- 
forteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God." 

This bearing of the sufferings of Christ, then, hath, 
even in this world, most merciful designs. Without it 
there would be very little real genuine pity and compas- 
sion for the suffering. We may use the terms of consola- 
tion, but can have but little heartfelt sympathy in trials 
we have never borne. Therefore it is that an unalloyed 
prosperity makes men hard, selfish, unsympathizing. And 
so it was not till Jesus came, and took our nature in its 
low estate, with all its burden of pain and sorrow and 
care, that the stricken of our race had any sympathy, any 
balm. In all the luxury and splendor of a Greek and 
Roman culture, there was no provision for the sick, the 
needy, and the sorrowful. Not only was there no pro- 
vision, as that of hospital and asylum, but not a word is 
found, in all their polished language, significant of their 
nature. But when Jesus came, philosophy, that had dis- 
dained them, heard with amazement that the Gospel, 
the "glad tidings," was preached to the poor; and more, 
that in Christ Jesus there was "neither Barbarian nor 
Scythian, Greek nor Jew," but one body with many mem- 
bers, and in such sympathy one with the other that, " if 
one member suffered, all the members suffered." And 
so Christ Himself was baptized with all human woes ; and 
whoso hath fellowship with Him " drinks of that cup," 
and is " baptized with that baptism." 
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Thus hath the mystery of suffering a partial solution 
even here. You suffer not always for your own sins, not 
always as a chastisement and correction ; but you suffer 
with Christy that, like Him, you may be able to succor 
those who are in any " trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or 
any other adversity." 

My brethren, there is also another meaning in this 
discipline. Life is not ended when these suffering bodies 
die. Our training, therefore, is for another sphere. But 
this which is our childhood begets and determines the 
growth of our future and everlasting manhood. We go 
on developing forever the character, the life we now 
form. If this be so, then there opens a wider and more 
beautiful significance to the sympathy with suffering here. 
They who minister here^ shall they not be ministering 
angels there ? Shall not they who have begun the lowly 
errand, and, like their Master, gone forth, as they are 
able, to teach the ignorant, reclaim the sinful, relieve the 
sick, and comfort mourners, — shall not they find a wider 
sphere for that loving charity which hath its root in the 
heart of God ? Yes, and they shall be singled out in the 
last day, and the Judge shall say to them : " Come, ye 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world : for I was an hun- 
gered, and ye gave Me meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave Me 
drink : I was a stranger, and ye took Me in : naked, and 
ye clothed Me : I was sick, and ye visited Me ; I was in 
prison, and ye came unto Me. . . . Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me. . . . And these shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal." 
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From what has now been said, we see, — 

First The significance of our daily prayer, " Deliver 
us from evil." This doth not mean merely the outward 
calamities of life, because He who taught us to say this 
prayer sends and uses those calamities, in order to deliver 
us from evil. Think, then, I pray you, what may come, 
what ordinarily must come, if that prayer is heard ; what 
purging fires may have to be kindled around your souls ; 
in what floods of sorrow, in what tears, what blood, 
even, may its stains be washed away. You ask for a 
fellowship with the blessed Jesus; but can you drink 
of His cup ? You ask for the renewal of your nature ; 
but can you bear the pangs of the daily death which 
that implies ? You pray for the portion of the saints ; 
but can you '^ fill up that which is behind of the afflic- 
tions of Christ " in your flesh ? 

And hence. 

Secondly, From those on whom God hath not, as on 
Job, laid His own chastening and healing hand, He de- 
mands a self-imposed denial, saying, " Whosoever shall 
not take up his cross and follow after Me, cannot be My 
disciple." " If thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut 
it off, and cast it from thee. It is better to enter into 
life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or 
two feet to be cast into everlasting fire." Better, a thou- 
sand times better, to sacrifice the dearest things you love, 
than to have all that an indulged nature craves, and, with 
it -^ what unbounded gratification must entail — " the 
worm that never dies, the fire that is never quenched." 

Therefore, my brethren, rejoice in tribulation ; for 
through it you enter the bright kingdom of our God. 

3 
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Thank Him if He gave you grace to take upon yourself 
some toil, some suffering, for " His body's sake ; " to 
give up for His name and for His cause some comfort, 
some possession, of your own. But most of all may you 
bless His name for the sufferings that are left behind of 
Christ, and put upon you by the hand of God, to fill up 
in your own flesh. It is a joy to suffer when pain brings 
healing virtue; but to suffer y^r Christ — to bear some- 
thing which He, in that day, will own as a burden borne 
for Himself — will be a joy like that of his who bore the 
cross when Jesus fainted. And let no one fear to come 
near to Christ, lest he should have to bear that cross : 
for it hath this mysterious virtue, that when laid upon 
the soul, it draws out of it, in due time, the root and 
core of all other pain ; so that, though it be tl\e symbol 
of suffering, it is the only cure of it, — for it doth 

" Heal the broken heart. 
And, like the plant that throws 
Its fragrance from the wounded part, 
Breathes sweetness out of woes." 

Finally, We see how suffering for righteousness* sake, 
and Christ's sake, hath in it little of the romance with 
which fiction clothes its philanthropy and its sentimental 
charity. They who sow, " sow in tears ; " they who go 
forth, go as " sheep in the midst of wolves." They who 
bear the precious pearls are casting them too often be- 
fore swine. All they who have sought with the spirit of 
Jesus to bless the world, have been buffeted and re- 
pulsed j and throughout all time, ever since the world 
began, men have turned upon those who came with 
blessings, and cried out, " Away with them ! " And it is 
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only when their sufferings and toils are ended that saints 
are canonized and monuments reared to benefactors. 
Hence, none will enter upon this real work who are not 
baptized with the spirit of Christ. The heart of man is 
impatient of sacrifice that hath no present return. And 
so the world grows selfish, seeks to enjoy what it can 
gather to itself, and leaves the miserable to their fate. 
Hence God doth single out some, disciplines them for the 
work, fills them with a portion of His own unwearying 
patience and exhaustless love, and they go forth rejoic- 
ing that they are "counted worthy to labor and suffer 
for His name." And in this patient toil, which we need 
not go far to find ; which, in humblest garb, in unroman- 
tic reality, lies all around us, — around our own hearth- 
stones and at our very doors, — in sickness that we may 
visit, in ignorance that we may enlighten, in burdens that 
we may help to bear ; seeking opportunity for kind words, 
charitable deeds, pious counsels, soothing sympathy, and 
fervent prayers ; — in all this there is a work and a sacri- 
fice, opportunity for a daily self-denial, and a share in the 
work and mission of Christ ; opportunity to fill up in our 
flesh that which was " left behind " for us to bear in the 
cross and sufferings of the Lord. 

And there is more of this secret, noiseless work of 
love than the world knows, — the fruit of patient suffer- 
ing, the impulse of tender love. Saints there are without 
asceticism ; heroes without fame ; martyrs, too, who die 
a daily death. 

And so we know not — such is the mystery of suffering — 
but that he who endures great pains of body, greater sor- 
rows of mind, makes a religious and pious use, like Job, 



36 MYSTERY OF SUFFERING. 

of his great affliction, is employed in a work as useful to 
man, and offers a sacrifice as acceptable to God as was 
ever required of any of His creatures. Courage, patience, 
endurance, self-conquest, fortitude, and faith, — these are 
the most difficult virtues, the rarest, and therefore the 
most sublime. But such virtues can be developed largely 
only through suffering ; and therefore only in such as have 
passed through " much tribulation " do we see this mark 
of saintliness and grace. 

And yet it is given to each one of us, however humble 
our low estate, to live a life that shall have in it the 
elements of a true and abiding glory, and be to others 
an example and a solace. And when laboring and suf- 
fering for others, even the unthankful and the unworthy, 
we may find comfort in the Apostle's words, and rejoice 
in it, because we thereby " fill up in our flesh " our ap- 
pointed portion of that which was "left behind of the 
sufferings of Christ." 



COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 

I. 

But ye are come 'unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels. — Hebrews xii. 22. 

npHERE are two things we profess to receive as the 
^ primary elements of our faith ; namely, an invisible 
world, and a connection and intercourse with it. And 
so, being elementary, they are put as articles into our 
baptismal creed ; so put, that we and our children should 
ever repeat and confess them. A part of this invisible 
world our stimulated curiosity penetrates, and reveals 
to wondering men orders of life of which their unaided 
sense has no sign. The microscope reveals, in orders 
below us, states and empires of living creatures upon a 
single leaf, worlds of them in a single drop of water ; 
and the telescope reveals whole systems of worlds in the 
boundless creation, beyond the powers of his arithmetic 
to count, beyond the imagination of man to conceive; 
and 3'et, as science shows us in the worlds above and 
in the worlds below, there is in them all a principle of 
unity, a bond of sympathy, a law of integration, perfect 
and complete. 

There is a communion — a known, an acknowledged, 
an experienced sympathy— -of man with other and higher 
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orders of being. Marvellous as it may seem, we rise 
sometimes out of ourselves, transcend the limits of the 
visible, and hold intercourse with the invisible world. 
Yea, we call upon them ; we sing with them ; we pray 
unto them ; and with them break the bread and drink 
the cup of our common life. 

" Angels and living saints and dead 
But one communion make ; 
All join in Christ, their living head, 
And of His love partake/' 

And this is the significance of the sanctuary as the 
house of God, as the gate of heaven, bringing us into 
communion and fellowship here " with angels, and arch- 
angels, and all the company of heaven." Yes, beloved ; 
and oh that you could grasp and hold the great and 
comforting truth ! We come, in this fellowship and com- 
munion, unto the Mount Sion, the city of the living 
God, Jesus the Mediator, an innumerable company of 
angels, and the spirits of the just made perfect. You 
are articulated unto them, through Christ, by vital ties. 
Oh, see that you acknowledge that relationship and 
cultivate that union and that sympathy ! 

Now, the fact of an invisible world — of living beings 
all around us, yet not discernible by any unaided sense of 
ours — we believe ; not because we have seen it all our- 
selves, but upon the testimony of those who have had 
the means of observation, — a very few scientific dis- 
coverers. In like manner we believe in that other part 
of the invisible world, which consists of the orders above 
us, not because we have seen and heard, but on the tes- 
timony of those who Aave, and whose veracity is certified 
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by Divine authentication, by miracle. And you will 
observe, as in the text, so in all other instances of these 
celestial discoveries, the nearness of the world unseen is 
signified by the fact that they pass no distance, no 
bounds of space, to receive their revelations. Saint John 
was in the Isle of Patmos when the door of heaven was 
opened unto him. Saint Paul was at Corinth when he 
saw and heard the unutterable things of Paradise. And 
it was while he was stoned to death in the streets of 
Jerusalem that Saint Stephen saw the heavens opened. 
And the shepherds were on the plains of Bethlehem 
when their ears were ravished with the songs of the 
angels. And when ofttimes the dying hear it, and 

" As sounds of earth grow dull and distant, 
Wake their passing souls to join the melody," 

we know, as we stand beside them, that that world, to us 
unseen, is opening upon their entranced and happy spirits. 
Moreover, this seeing and this hearing of the invisible 
is not by the imperfect sense, the dim eye, and the dull 
ear, by which we perceive material things ; for if these 
were the organs of such perception, then that which hath 
been seen and heard — by prophets and seers and dying 
saints — would also have been seen and heard by all who 
were with them in those ecstatic hours. But they who 
were with Saint Paul when he had a vision of Christ and 
heard his words, saw not Christ, heard not His words. 
Gehazi saw not what Elijah saw, until his eyes were 
opened, his inner sense uncurtained. And so all revela- 
tions of the unseen world above us have been made 
by merely opening the eye and unstopping the ear, — 
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that is, by giving an unearthly, a spiritual, perception to 
the souL 

And thus it is, my brethren, that man is the isthmus, 
the hyphen, of adjoining worlds. And though our senses 
are adapted only to this limited space and this brief hour, 
there is that invisible soul that uses these senses, and 
that survives them ; which perceives without these eyes, 
and hears without these ears. Moreover, that world, 
though unseen, is not a bleak, blank, dark vacuity ; and 
the souls of men enter not there deaf, dumb, blind, and 
motionless. It has all objective reality, and is filled with 
all that boundless variety that can give fulness to our 
longings and employment to our activities. It would be 
a great comfort to us, it would give a definiteness to our 
communings with the spiritual world, to remember these 
several things : — 

First. That the invisible world is not far temoved 
from us by measures of space, but only in condition, — 
as sight is removed from the blind, sounds from the deaf. 
Our inward eyes and ears may at any moment be opened, 
will be opened, by the event of death ; and then will the 
soul instantly perceive the heavenly world. And, there- 
fore, those who have passed from us into the other world 
are not absent^ but only unseen. They are near to us ; 
we are near to them. And our communion with them 
may be as constant and as full of comfort as we ourselves 
may choose. 

Secondly. That unseen world, like this, hath an out- 
ward, objective reality, signified to us in the expressive 
imagery of a paradise ; a city with " streets of gold " 
and "walls of jasper*' and "gates of pearl;" of foun- 
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tains and rivers, of groves and flowers, of music and 
beauty, and, added to all this, perpetual love. So that 
the blessed inhabitants there dwell not in solitude, but 
have all the delights of that society which makes up the 
sweet life in the New Jerusalem and city of our God. 
Happy are they, too, for their life is expressed to us 
under the imagery of a psan and a song, victory and joy. 
Thirdly^ They who have passed from us do still exist 
in form, ^— the same identical form, only glorified, 
etherealized, spiritualized, but with the same expression ; 
radiant, indeed, with the light of heaven, and beautified 
as we have known them here. But on this topic I shall 
speak at another time, and will return to the thought 
with which I began ; namely, the common tie that still 
knits together in one fellowship the living and the dead, 
the seen and the unseen, friends here and friends there. 
The Apostle assures us that the Church of Christ is that 
society that brings all the faithful, everywhere, into a 
wonderful relation and connection with each other. As 
a body, it is knit by vital ties unto its head, and the rela- 
tion, therefore, is as intimate and as vital as the limbs of 
our bodies with the head. And he tells us, moreover, 
that this is a very large body, embracing all the genera- 
tions that have ever lived : part of it is seen, and is 
called the militant Church ; part of it is unseen, and that 
is the triumphant Church. But the unseen is just as 
much a part of this body, and one with us, as those are 
whom we daily see. They worship still with us, sing out 
songs, and we th6irs. They have among them angels in- 
numerable, all " the just made perfect, and Jesus the 
Mediator." And so the Church on earth is encouraged 
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ever to remember this : that those who have attained to 
victory, and serve God now, without fear and without 
weakness, in a service and in a temple from which they 
never depart, never forget us, and we should never forget 
them. They still assist, encourage, and inspire our souls. 
And we, looking unto Jesus, would remember the glo- 
rious fellowship of all the saints, and emulate the service 
of those now free from the burdens of the flesh. 

When brave men fall in battle, their names are still 
retained upon the roll of service, and read aloud at every 
muster of their company. It is thus a sign of perpetual 
membership, and the individual consecration to immortal 
fame. And more than this, it signifies, as far as such 
things can, the absolute unity and indivisibility of all 
who have ever enlisted and fought under that banner- 
Each member shares in all the honor of the corps, and 
so they march beneath trophies which, as individuals, 
they never won, and count as fellow-heroes men they 
never saw. And thus each feeble member of the sacra- 
mental host of God's elect shares in all the traditionary 
honors it has ever gained, and names its heroes and its 
martyrs, its victors and its saints, as fellow-heirs. Nay, 
he counts its numbers, and he measures its strength, not 
by the visible and feeble band around him, but by its 
unseen legions, angels innumerable, and the company of 
heaven. Thus, in the early Church militant, and war- 
ring here, each soldier of Christ who had died in the faith 
had his name still read out aloud at each administration 
of the sacrament, as being still of the blessed company 
of the faithful, and only immortalized by his victory over 
death and the grave. The living never, in those early 
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times, regarded the dead as lost, but only advanced from 
the Church militant to the Church triumphant. They 
were regarded as the blessed, the favored ones, called 
from the conflict to the crown, from the heat and burden 
of the day to the cool shades and sweet repose of the 
paradise above. Therefore did they, as we do now, re- 
turn their earthly bodies to the dust, with the shout of 
victory, saying at the open grave, ** Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord." And they called out their names, 
as I said, as oft as they assembled, as the names of con- 
querors, as those who had "fought the good fight, fin- 
ished their course, and received the crown." And I 
may here add, that when the numbers became too large 
for special enumeration, a day was set apart, and a 
service framed, for the joyful commemoration of all who 
had departed this life in the faith of Christ ; and that day 
was called, as in our calendar now. All Saints* Day. 
But in a public service of this nature, we, as the first 
Christians, could not each bring to remembrance in it 
the ties of nature as well as the ties of grace. No as- 
sembly now meets, but each one of it hath some dear and 
precious ones to remember and commemorate as among 
the departed, — the blessed ones who wear that crown of 
victory and enjoy that rest. Yet 

** Why mourn we^ left on earth alone ? 
When bound within that mystic zone, 

The dead and living are brought nigh, 
And knit together all in one — 

O bond for mortal sense too high ! " 

And so as we come to such service as this, wherein we 
speak and think of the departed, we mingle with each 
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Other oviX private memories, our secret sympathies, such as 
bind us specially with our own. 

And, my brethren, let me say, in conclusion, the moral, 
the religious effect of such thought, such study, such com- 
muning, will be most soothing, most comforting, most in- 
spiring too,' It will refresh our weary souls, lighten our 
burdens, cheer our despondency, and let sunlight into our 
mist and gloom and shade, to think much^ and think cor- 
rectly, of those who once bore with us our griefs, and car- 
ried our sorrows, and knew our sins, and groaned with 
our infirmities, now passed the dark valley, passed all 
weakness and care and pain and sin, and who are now 
perfect in the perfect peace of God. Here, amid the strife 
of conflict, the sighs and cries of the wounded, and the 
groans of the broken-hearted, ever remind us of our mili" 
tant state. There 

" No groans do mingle with the songs 
Resounding from immortal tongues/' 

for the victory is won, and " they rest from their labors." 
Let us, then, make it a study, as well as a joy, to fix our 
thoughts upon that invisible world, and especially upon 
those who have passed from our own households, yet who 
still belong to the Church and family of God. 

And, finally, it is a comfort to us to think that those 
whom we now remember and commemorate as saints, 
perfect in purity and peace, were, but yesterday, even 
as we are now, stumbling along their way, burdened with 
the cares and soiled with the dust of earth ; but now 
erect, with palms of victory, " their garments are washed 
and made white in the blood of the Lamb." And so we 
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listen, comforted by the assuring words, " Be thou also 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." 
And we may read, too, in the light of their great triumph, 
the littleness of earth, the vanity of the world. And if 
they could speak unto us, how would they bid us weigh 
the things of time in the balances of that great eternity ; 
for " this world passetb away and the fashion of it," but 
that abideth forever. With what emphasis would they re- 
peat the warning words of Jesus, "What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ? " 
And how, too, would they say to us, ** Love one another," 
" for love is the fulfilling of the law." 

" How pure at heart and sound in head. 
With what divine affections bold, 
Should be the man whose thoughts would hold 
An hour's communion with the dead. 

In vain shalt thou, or any, call 
The spirits from their golden day, 
Except, like them, thou too canst say, 

My spirit is at peace with all." 
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That they all may be one. — Saint John xviii. 21. 

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and 
with Him an hundred forty and four thousand, having His Father's 
name written in their foreheads. — Revelation xiv. i. 

npHE Book of Revelation is, as a whole, an epic in 
which the fortunes of the Church — past, present, 
and to come — are celebrated under the glow of an in- 
spiration caught from the throne itself of God. Although 
Saint John would reveal visions which, to Saint Paul, 
when caught up to the third heavens, were unutterable, 
yet even this was in such sublime poetic symbol, that 
we can find the key to these ravishing visions, for the 
most part, only in that elevation of the soul which sees 
what the sensual eye cannot see, and hears what the dull 
ear of earth cannot hear. We must have our own vision 
purged before we can see that new Jerusalem, evermore 
coming down from God out of heaven ; and our ears un- 
stopped to hear the voice of " harpers harping with their 
harps." But when thus trained to look upon the things 
unseen and eternal, thus attuned to the melody " of the 
everlasting chime " that evermore is heard above the din 
of earth, then we come to these Apocalyptic visions with 
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something of the entrancement of the rapt seer, and, for 
the time, live in that other world which, though ever 
near, and pressing upon us, we regard as far, far away, — 
the place of the dead, the forgotten, and of angels, it may 
be, whose bright forms are never seen in the shadows of 
earth. The doctrine of the text, however, will correct 
this error, and will show us that that world and this are 
one ; that no such barrier of distance or of time stands 
between the living and the dead, — between the Church 
that toils and suffers here, and the Church that sings and 
triumphs there. We are all one : just as man is not an- 
other person, but only the advanced growth of the child ; 
so the Church above is not another, but only the ad- 
vanced host of this. And so this vision which I have 
read is the anticipated fulfilment of the secret mystery of 
grace now advancing in the world, — the realization of 
the prayer of Jesus, before He suffered, " that they may 
be one, even as We are one." This blissful company, 
seen upon Mount Sion, is the whole Church, as it shall 
be, without spot or blemish, gathered and glorious. An 
hundred and forty and four thousand is the mystical 
number chosen to express the multitude of God's elect, 
innumerable as the stars; the fellowship of all saints 
from all ages, races, and tongues. And it reveals the 
complete unity of this whole mystical body. They were 
all arrayed alike, bearing each the palm of victors and 
their harps of praise, — symbols of the divine, the inef- 
fable unity of all the redeemed. They chanted before 
the throne a new song, which none but they could learn 
(for angels who never sinned have not " washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb "), 
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and their voices went up all one, as ''the voice of 
many waters." And the whole is a symbol of the mul* 
titude, the great multitude whom no man can number, 
and the perfect unity of God's people, whether now pn 
the earth buffeting its sorrows and its cares, or taken 
from it to the joy of victors. And it reveals to us that 
mystery we confess, when we say, as in the Creed, *' I 
believe in the Communion of Saints." And my object 
this morning will be briefly to explain this article of faith, 
and then draw from it some of those practical lessons of 
comfort and of caution which it bath for us all. 

As an article of the faith, it comes down from the 
region of mere speculation, and is found among the iirst 
principles, the elementary truths of our religion. And 
expressed in a single definition, it is this ; namely, that 
those who have departed hence in the Lord constitute, 
with us, now living members of the Church on earth, 
one body in the Lord. They are knit to us, we to them, 
by one common principle of life, of which the Holy 
Ghost is the Lord and Giver. The state of this life here 
is militant, there triumphant. But yet those triumphs 
sometimes thrill in our devotions, glow in our prayers, 
sind its many voices people our solitude with an unseen 
but not unreal presence. For even here, in our low 
estate, it is ** with angel and archangel, and all the com- 
pany of heaven, we laud and magnify His holy name." 
Such is it in a single word. But in its significance how 
vast, and in its comfort how exhaustless ! And before we 
come with our fainting hearts to this well-spring and foun- 
tain of human solace, let us attend for a moment to the 
scriptural significance and basis of this article of faith. 
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When our first parents sinned, their souls were sun- 
dered from the life of God, and their duration, both of 
body and soul, shrank to a span. Thus " death came 
into the world and all our woe." But there was a second 
Adam, who undertook to restore all the first had lost, 
and so, in the fulness of time. He came, bringing all the 
nature of God, united with all the nature of man. The 
two were thus again united, and the mortal became im- 
penetrated with the divine, vivific flow of His own im- 
mortality. With His god hood and manhood thus in one. 
He in his own person bridged over the impassable gulf 
of death, and man once more had access unto God, and 
earth, accursed, revived and bloomed again beneath the 
grace and smile of heaven. And that this visit of the 
Incarnate Word to our earth might not prove a mere 
transient wonder, attracting for a moment the gaze of 
angels and the marvel of man. He made His connection 
with our nature permanent and eternal. He expiated 
its guilt in the untold agonies of His godhead, and 
washed out its stains in His own blood. Nay, He took 
it with Him down through the grave and gate of death, 
and brought it forth victorious over the mortal foe, and 
graced with all the strength and glory of a new-born life. 

Nay, more, He ascended with it into the bright heavens, 
and there forever sits, at the right hand of God, — the 
man, the man Christ Jesus. That man is the head of 
that mystical body of which each saint is a member. 
That Head is risen, is ascended ; and as surely as the 
rising Head draws after it, in due time, each member of 
the living body, so truly shall His prayer be heard and 
each suffering saint be with Him where He is, and share 
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His glory. Before the Lord passed from our sight He 
endued that divine and mystical body, which is " the 
blessed company of all faithful people," with an outward 
form and polity, and said to those whom He had 
chosen, "Go ye into all the world, and lo, I am with 
you alway." 

This presence was no longer to be seen, for it was the 
Spirit of the Lord. ^ I go," He says, to the sorrowing 
disciples, "from your sight. But I shall come again, 
though you see Me not. My Spirit shall abide with you 
forever." The Spirit of the Lord is the common element 
of life to His body, — the Church. This is it that knits, 
that unites in one loving bond of fellowship the living 
and the dead, — the seen and the unseen, — the Church 
here and the Church there. And so the Church of God 
is one, just as hand and feet and eyes are one, though, as 
instruments and in uses, several ; one because the source 
of life to each is one. And hence the Church of God, 
the mystical body of His Son, is that " blessed company 
of all faithful people," wherever found, whose life is hid 
with Christ in God, no matter whether they bow at our 
altars, or kneel at shrines to us unknown. If the Spirit 
of the Lord hath united them to Christ, they are His ; 
yea, they are ours, and they are one with us, even as we 
are one with Him. And this, brethren, is what we mean 
when we say that the Church is invisible. It is invisible, 
first, because that by far the greatest portion of it has 
passed from our sight. And they worship in the new 
Jerusalem, the Holy City, and rest not and weary not, 
day and night, in their divine employ. And in the sec- 
ond place, it is invisible because it is here unknown to 
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US, who of us, whether belonging outwardly to the visible 
Church or not, have the Spirit of Christ, forming in our 
souls the image of Him who now creates us. Only this we 
know, — there is an outward and visible Church, which 
hath for us all' the means of grace and salvation. And if 
we use them right, we shall not fail to be of the number of 
them who shall enter in through the gates into the City. 

From what has now been said in illustration of this 
article of the faith, we may learn something of the mys- 
tery of death. Our redemption by Christ doth not take 
away all the earthly penalty of sin. If united to Him, 
we are to share in His sufferings ; yea, to drink of His 
cup, and to be baptized with His baptism. 

Life must vanish indeed from our senses, and leave its 
dwelling-place pale and breathless ; but it is only hid for 
a while with Christ in God. It will return again even to 
its clay, and lift it up with a celestial brightness, and 
animate it with energies divine. Death is not now what, 
but for Christ, it would have been, — the destruction of 
all the active energies of body and soul. It is only a 
brief suspension of the animal powers, a sleep whence 
the sleepers awake as " giants refreshed," with the first 
dawn of the day-spring from on high. Death, indeed, 
does still throw his gloomy shadow over our path, in the 
sins, the cares, the sorrow and decay, which is the lot of 
all on earth ; and at last he wins a seeming triumph over 
us by wrapping the outward man within his terrors, and 
mingling our flesh and blood with the dust. But yet the 
word of the Lord abideth forever, — " He that believeth 
in Me shall never die." 

So that death is mere translation. It is the bursting 
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of the seed that dies, into the new-born life of immortal 
fruits and flowers. It is the efiiorescence of the earth- 
born larvae into the bright Psyche that on wings of light 
now mounts up to heaven. 

So that they who have gone hence in the Lord have 
merely dropped the burden of the flesh, yes, the burden 
of care and toil and suffering and sin, and on immortal, 
never- wearying wings have mounted upward to the skies ; 
and there, in the presence of Christ, they are blessed for- 
evermore. So that, rightly conceived, death to the faith- 
ful is not a calamity, but a heavenly boon ; and instead 
of grieving for them, as if they had met with an untimely 
fate, we should rejoice as for those who have won great 
victory. And instead of wishing them here again with 
us, in the sins and miseries of earth, our prayer should 
be for the speedy coming of that hour when we shall be 
with them ; for 

** Though earth has full many a beautiful spot, 

As a painter or poet might show, 
Yet more lovely and beautiful, holy and bright. 
To the hopes of the heart and the spirit's glad sight. 

Is the land that no mortal may know. 

" There, too, are the lost 1 whom we loved on this earth, 
With whose memories our bosoms yet glow ; 
Their relics we gave to the peace of the dead. 
But their glorified spirits before us have fled 
To the land which no mortal may know. 

** Oh, who but must pine in this dark vale of tears, 

From its clouds and its shadows to go ; 
To walk in the light of the glory above. 
And to share in the peace and the joy and the love 

Of the land which no mortal may know." 
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In the second place, this doctrine of the Communion 
of the Saints, which knits the living into most intimate 
fellowship with the dead, hath mercy, hath kindness in 
it, for it consecrates one of our most natural instincts to 
the support of our faith and hope. " For," it has well 
been said, " among all the better motions of man to 
things above his present being, there is none more uni- 
versal or more powerful than that which follows those 
who have been removed from this visible life. He must, 
indeed, have lost all relics of natural piety in whose 
feelings and sympathies the memory of the dead has no 
place. He must be deaf, indeed, in whose ears there 
sound not many voices which have long since ceased to 
speak in the language of the earth. Cold must be his 
heart, and blind his eyes, who cannot and does not recall 
many familiar faces whose features earth has long since 
hid from his sight. That love which dies with the dead, 
can never really have lived with the living. It was from a 
wish to invest these instinctive sympathies with reality, 
that the very heathen in their songs and legends peopled 
air and earth and sea with the brave and noble spirits 
who seem to have raised themselves above their fellows 
to a nearer participation of things divine. They loved 
to dwell on the belief that their heroes had not perished 
without leaving any trace of having been. Death they 
thought had but translated such to a new existence, where, 
still clothed in mortal shapes but without mortal pains, 
they lived in the company of the gods, or shone forth in 
the firmament of heaven ; and in the rays of many a distant 
star, ancient piety fancied that heroic valor or heroic love 
still cast a light upon man to guide and encourage him." 
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To us, indeed, my brethren, these pious dreams, the 
distorted shadows of good things to come, are changed 
into a matter of sober and sublime reality by our belief 
in the doctrine of the Communion of Saints. We, to 
whom God has opened the gates of eternal life, for whom 
Christ hath wrestled with death, know that it is no idle 
tale or superstitious fancy, when we speak of the dead 
as yet alive. We know that this our Communion is not 
only with the Father and the Son, but every time we 
bow at our altars we ** are come unto Mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, whose names are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of the just made perfect" For they, the un- 
seen, eat the same spiritual meat, and drink the same 
spiritual drink ; for still they drink of that spiritual rock 
that followed them, and that rock was Christ. And if 
the Head of the Church is still present, though all un- 
seen, in all the assemblies of His saints, then are not the 
glorified members still with Him where He is, and at the 
very altars where the spirit joined them to the Lord? 
Do they not gather as a cloud of sympathizing witnesses ? 
And if our spiritual eye were opened, might we not see 
what the Prophet saw at Dothan, what Jacob saw at 
Bethel, and exclaim with the astonished patriarch, ** The 
Lord, the Lord, with all His holy train, is in this place, 
and I knew it not " ? Has He not said, " Where two or 
three are gathered together in My name, there am I in 
the midst of them " ? 
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" And are we then alone on holy ground, 

Most gracious Father ? Are we then alone, 
Because the world regards not, and is gone ? 

Where are the solemn dead which lie around? 

Are they not with us ? Are thy courts not crowned 
With spiritual hosts about, while the sweet tone 
Still lingers round Thine altars ? Are they flown, 

Bearing no more to see their God disowned ? 
Has the great Michael left us, mighty arm ; 
Gabriel, our fortitude, and the blest charm 

Of Raphael's healing name ? In my heart's fear 
I heard a voice, ' Be still, and lowly bend ; 

While two or three remain, thy Lord is here. 
And where His presence is, His hosts attend/ " 

And, my brethren, this truth may not only quicken the 
energies of the believer, but it may, it often does, awaken 
the repentance of those who have forgotten God. The 
voice from beyond the grave, tongueless though it be, and 
speaking to us only through the associations which spring 
up in the most barren heart, the affections of childhood or 
of home, makes itself heard movingly, lovingly, when the 
ear has long been deaf to the mercies and terrors of God*s 
written Word. In many a heart which has seemed long 
since entirely dark, has God's mercy caused the loved 
memory of some one who has gone to rise like a star, the 
light of which, ever deepening and widening and brighten- 
ing as it shines, at length makes a way for the spirit once 
more to reach and warm the soul. And so the earthly 
love that follows the departed hath been transmuted into 
the divine, and the heart thus drawn upward hath fixed 
itself on God ; and thus hath many a sorrowing soul been 
made to kiss the rod, and to say with David, in his bereave- 
menty '' It is good for me that I have been afflicted." 
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And, finally, let us remember that our Communion of 
the body and blood of Christ, the highest act of our re- 
ligion, while its design is to unite us to the mystical body 
of Christ, is also to remind us of our fellowship therein 
with all saints, — with the living wherever they are upon 
this earth, offering our prayers and alms for " the whole 
estate of Christ's Church militant," and for the dead ; 
blessing " His holy name for all his servants departed 
this life in His faith and fear." And how full of comfort 
and of grace is this communion with saints departed ! 
What lessons it hath on the vanity of human life ! What 
comfort in our sufferings here to know how soon they 
will be exchanged for the glory there ! Let us, therefore, 
as we bless God for all His saints departed this life, 
pray, earnestly pray, that " we may have grace so to fol- 
low their good examples, that with them we may be par- 
takers of Thy heavenly kingdom," for 

" Christ shows beyond these mortal shores 
A bright inheritance as ours, 
Where saints in light our coming wait, 
To share their holy, happy state.*' 
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I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word oi God, and for the testimony which they held : and they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 
And white robes were given unto every one of them ; and it was saud 
unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fel- 
low-servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled. — Revelation vi. 9-1 1. 

nPHE language of the text is symbolical. The souls 
seen under the altar represent in symbol those who 
have recently departed this life. They are the martyrs 
lying, as it were, in their blood ; they seem to be, as it 
were, yet near, under the very altars on which their bod 
ies were offered a sacrifice. And their impatient cry for 
the avenging of their blood upon those who persecuted 
and slew them, signifies how the present life projects 
itself into the future, and how the tribulations out of 
which they came are remembered and recited, in order to 
heighten, by contrast, their present joy. And so, in an- 
swer to their pleading, white robes are given unto them, — 
a pledge of their innocency and of the avenging of their 
martyr blood, — and they are bid to enter into their rest 
for a season, " until," it is added, " their fellow-servants 
and brethren, that hereafter should be killed as they were. 
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should be fulfilled ; " showing thus how they, now at rest 
in Paradise, are there only for a given time, a season, — 
that is, until the events of time are fulfilled. It is that 
intermediate state between death and the great judgment, 
when the angel " standing in the sun, with one foot on 
the land and one foot on the sea, lifts his hand, and 
swears by Him that liveth for ever and ever, that time 
shall be no more." The great eternity is now measured 
no longer by time and seasons and events, but upon the 
persons and the scenes of time the great judgment is set 
and the books opened. Out of them the world is judged. 
The sheep are separated from the goats. The mediato- 
rial reign has ceased. Justice, supreme and perfect, as- 
cends the throne ; the dispensations of mercy are passed. 
"The wicked go away into everlasting punishment, the 
righteous into life eternal." What, then, is the state of 
the departed in the mean time? What is the order of 
their life, and how is this state between death and the 
consummation of all things distinguished ? 

That this is a state different from that after the great 
judgment, and that the departed going hence enter not 
during this lapse of time into the full heaven nor the dire 
hell that lies beyond, is obvious from such considerations 
as these : — 

In the first place, our Blessed Lord, after His decease, 
went into Paradise. Thither, on the very day of His 
decease, went with Him the converted thief. But many 
days after this. He said to Mary, " Touch Me not, for I 
have not yet ascended into heaven." " Paradise," there- 
fore, and " heaven " are not the same. Saint Peter says 
of Christ, that He went into the place of departed spirits, 
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and preached there, as he says, to the spirits in prison, — 
that is, as I suppose, to those who had died before the 
Lord's coming, and who were still detained within the de- 
fined limits which appertain to finite things, — that limited 
and defined sphere which is called Paradise. And this 
fact is by the Church accounted so important that it is made 
an article of the baptismal creed, " that Christ descended 
into hell," — that is, into the place of departed spirits (for 
the word " hell," it should be remembered, is in our ver- 
sion the translation of two different words, which in the 
original signify different things, — one being always used 
to express a place of punishment, while the other is al- 
ways used to signify the place and state of the departed, 
whether of the good or of the bad. Thus David says, 
" Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell," — that is, the place 
of departed spirits. I shall arise, I shall ascend to some- 
thing more transcendent. And so Saint Peter declares, 
in the Book of Acts, David hath not yet ascended into 
heaven, though he had departed this life a thousand years 
before). 

In the second place, this is obvious from those declara- 
tions of Scripture which signify the yet imperfect state of 
the souls now waiting for complete redemption. Thus, in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, those who have already died in 
the faith are still designated as those who have not yet re- 
ceived the promises, — that is, dr// that God "hath in store 
for them that love Him," — " God having provided some 
better thing for us, that we without them," that is, sepa- 
rated from them, "should not be made/^r/^^," that is, 
as it is intimated in the case of the martyrs under the 
altar, the perfect heavenly state cannot be until all the 
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elect of God are gathered to their rest And such is 
the meaning of that prayer which we say at the open 
grave of all whom we bury in the Lord, and recite at the 
celebration of every communion which makes us one with 
them, " that we, with all those who have departed in the 
true faith of Thy Holy Name, may have our perfect con- 
summation and bliss in body and soul, in Thy eternal and 
everlasting kingdom." This intermediate state has un- 
doubtedly been misapprehended ; and one form of error 
regarding it is that which quite overlooks and ignores it, 
and which, therefore, supposes that both the good and 
the bad enter at once upon a state that nevermore ad- 
mits of degrees. But for this notion there is, I think, no 
more foundation in reason than in the Scriptures. For 
why, then, a judgment-day ? Why, then, a day of con- 
summation, if all things are already consummated and 
final ? Why, then, a day when all who have departed 
this life are to " hear the trump of the archangel and 
the voice of God " ? Why, then, a day when all who are 
in the invisible world shall "hear His voice and come 
forth; they that have done good to the resurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil to the resurrection of 
condemnation " ? 

But there has been another popular error which has 
made this state a purgatory, — that is, a state in which the 
imperfect Christian is detained and subjected unto suf- 
ferings and pains until he is purged from his sins, the 
sins in which he died. And out of this arose the custom 
of saying prayers, masses for the dead, that they might 
the sooner be relieved of their pain and torment. 

This error arises out of a very natural inference ; namely, 
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that many go hence surprised in their sins, or burdened 
with many imperfections, and yet have been "baptized 
into Christ," and are indeed Christians, though very im- 
perfect and doubtful in their lives. In the future world 
they cannot be classed with the irreclaimable and im- 
penitent wicked, and so there must be for them a process 
of refining and purging in those cleansing fires which, 
though not unquenchable, are nevertheless consuming, 
refining, and separating. God*s mercy, it is said, still 
extendeth unto them, and that mercy is still moved by 
our prayers. And so the imperfect are delivered from 
this state as soon as they are fit for a higher. But this 
error, though, as I said, a very natural one, and growing 
out of a great truth of which I shall presently speak, yet 
overlooks entirely this one stupendous fact, that "the 
blood oi Jesus "^^ only "cleanseth us from sin." No suf- 
ferings of ours can stand in the place of His who suffered 
once for all, the just for the unjust. 

Yet it is not, therefore, to be inferred that all who die 
in Christ fare and share alike in that new kingdom. As 
there are grades of character, so are there degrees of re- 
ward. One may not have to take the portion of the lost, 
and yet he may not taste the superlative bliss of the 
saved. As in this life there is every degree of joy and 
sorrow which nature can endure, so in that other state 
there is superadded to this variety almost infinite degrees 
of suflfering and of joy. If this were not so, the motive 
to godliness in this life would be a very weak and feeble 
one. It would be the motive barely to be saved, — saved 
^ so as by fire," — and making in our minds that salva- 
tion to consist not in saving v&from our sins, but saving us 
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in our sins ; a work not to be wrought out by the working 
of God in us, but by a mechanical power vioxkmgfor us. 

This doctrine of the intermediate state we hold, as I 
have said, as an Article of the Creed. We hold it, there- 
fore, as articulated to the summary and body of the 
Christian faith. Received and interpreted in that con- 
nection, it is a good and wholesome doctrine ; separated 
from it, it may lead to delusion and a snare. We learn 
from it, that intermediate between death and the great 
judgment the departed are together in a state and 
place called the place of departed spirits; that the 
time for separating the sheep from the goats is not 
yet; that now Dives may even see Abraham, see Laz- 
arus in his bosom, yet be unable to share in their joy. 
A great gulf separates him and the blessed, " whom he 
sees afar." Yet is he near enough to beg piteously of 
Abraham and of Lazarus some mitigation of his woe. 
He has gone to his own place ; and every one, passing 
into those realms of death, goes each to his own place. 
As in this world, by a mutual attraction, souls alike find 
each other, — as every populous place can be mapped out 
by moral affinities as well as topographical lines, — so in 
the world of spirits do like gather unto like. Into the 
" company of heaven," the society of the pure and holy, 
nothing can enter " that defileth or maketh a lie." * 

" Those holy gates forever bar 
Pollution, sin, and shame ; 
None can obtain admittance there, 
But followers of the Lamb." 

In that world the separation is complete. Here it is 
not ; it is only partial. In the future life each one will 
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be loosened from the restraints that now environ the 
spirit, and act out, without let or hindrance, the whole 
natural bent and instinct of the soul. Here the wicked 
are restrained by law, by custom, by fear, by ambition, 
and many social environments. But in the world to 
come all restraint wiil be removed, and evil passions 
will break forth in unmitigated license. As lights brought 
into an atmosphere akin to fire break forth into a volume 
of flame, so the soul full of latent wickedness, entering 
the abodes of darkness, flames forth its pent-up evil, and 
burns in its own fires- And so, too, of the righteous. 
In this world much heavenly charity lies latent in hearts 
that have no meet channel open to them through which 
it might flow. Many have desires for a state which here 
they cannot attain. They have gifts which they cannot 
exercise — talents hid in the napkin — in the low and 
petty cares of this life, which might dignify them and lift 
them to a great renown, a great service, if only the 
sphere were opened to them. Much sincere and humble 
piety is unemployed, as one could wish, in acts of mercy 
and charity. To all these, the future and intermediate 
state will open a sphere and a service. Said the devout 
and saintly Martyn, not long before he died : " I some- 
times rejoice that I am but twenty-seven, and that, unless 
God should ordain it otherwise, I may double this num- 
ber in constant and successful labor. But I shall not 
cease from my happiness, and scarcely from my labor, 
by passing into the other world." 

There yet remain, as connected with the present in- 
termediate state of the departed, those questions most 
tender and endearing unto us as to their knowledge and 
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memory and love of those whom they have left behind, 
and as to the intercourse, the communion, we may still 
have with them; and on these topics I shall speak in 
future discourses. And, in conclusion, to-day, I will 
merely add, referring back to the text, that the case of 
the souls under the altar affords us all, who are now 
toiling in the flesh, lessons of patience and of hope, — of 
patience, because we see through the vision of Saint John 
those who but yesterday were burdened with all the petty 
cares and vexations of this mortal life, soiled with world- 
liness and sin, and sometimes lamenting life itself as a 
burden, not a boon, now past the reach of these cares, 
these fears, and these impediments ; where there is no 
more pain of body, nor pangs of mind, no achings of 
heart, no forebodings of evil, no darkness, no fears, no 
remorse. " The former things are passed away." These 
bright, happy souls are of those who but yesterday were 
like ourselves trailing in the dust, bearing about, as we 
do now, in all its pains and infirmities, the body of this 
death. Be ye therefore patient, brethren, for to you, 
to some of you also, " the coming of the Lord draweth 
near." 

It is a lesson, too, of hope, because it assures us that 
the defects, the imperfections, the worrying cares and 
fears, and all the sorrows of this weeping life, are for us 
a discipline. When beholding the happy spirits of the 
just it was asked, "Who are these, and whence came 
they ? " it was answered, " These are they that have come 
out of great tribulation, and washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb." And so, brethren, 
when we bend under our burdens, and the heart staggers 
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with its load of trial, remember it is written, " Through 
much tribulation ye enter the kingdom of God." And 
let us remember, too, for our comfort, that not they only 
are martyrs and shall wear the crown who seal their tes- 
timony with their blood, but that every life that is passed 
in the pain of a daily sacrifice shall end in the glory of 
a martyr's death. Every soul that in the supreme hour 
can say, " I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith," may also add, " Hence- 
forth there is for me a crown." And, finally, if, as in the 
case of those under the altar, the faithful departed are 
thinking and caring for those whom they have left behind, 
then let us, O my brethren, never forget tA^m. They 
are, as it were, under and over and around our altars, 
ever seeking communion with our souls. 

" Oh, what a cloud of witnesses 
Encompass us around ; 
Men once like us with suffering tried, 
And now with glory crowned. 

" Let us, with zeal like theirs inspired, 
Strive in the Christian race ; 
And, freed from every weight of sin, 
Their holy footsteps trace." 
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How are the dead raised up? — i Corinthians xv. 35. 

T 1[ THAT I have said on the future state has reference 
only to the period which precedes the resurrection 
of the dead. This intermediate state between the death 
of the body and its resurrection from the grave is, for the 
saints departed, Paradise. But Paradise is not the new 
heavens and the new earth unto which they shall be 
advanced, and in which they shall forever dwell when re- 
united to the body which they shall resume at the resur- 
rection of the just. And I shall now proceed to the 
consideration of those matters involved in what the 
Scriptures teach us of the body in which we shall again 
be clothed in the morning of the resurrection. And what 
I shall say this morning will be, first, in answer to the 
question, ^^ How are the dead raised?" and secondly, 
" With what body " — that is, in what substance, with 
what form — "do they come?" 

These questions of the text, you perceive, are supposed 
to be put by some one who either does not understand or 
objects to the doctrine of the resurrection as taught by 
the Apostle. And the questions are such as I suppose 
have perplexed all minds who have seriously thought 
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upon all that they involve. And hence the great burden 
of the first teaching of the Apostles was to bear witness 
to the fact that Christ had risen, and thus demonstrate 
what to mere reason seemed an impossibility. And so 
we read that immediately upon the ascension the Apostles 
went everywhere, proclaiming this great truth, and " with 
great power bearing witness of the resurrection." It was 
for this purpose that He showed Himself alive to them 
after His passion, and "continued with them forty diys," 
that they might have the most indubitable evidence that 
the body which had been crucified and laid in Joseph's 
tomb was again in their midst, though transformed into 
an impassible and illustrious form. And when, at a later 
day, Saul of Tarsus was won to the faith, there was 
vouchsafed to him also a vision of the ascended Jesus, 
in order, as saith the record, " that he might see that just 
one," and so be a competent witness of His resurrection 
from the dead. And so the fact of the resurrection of 
Jesus became the basis of all historical proof of the 
Christian religion ; so that, as the Apostle argues in the 
beginning of this chapter, " if Christ be not raised, then 
is our preaching vain, and our faith is also vain." 

And so the enemies of the Christian religion in ear- 
liest times employed their resources in controverting the 
fact of the resurrection of the Lord. It was not merely 
the ethical and theological teaching of Christ that was to 
be verified by the fact of His rising from the dead, but, 
as we shall now proceed to show, the fact of our resur- 
rection, and the resurrection of all mankind, depended 
on it. This will be apparent in the answer which I pro- 
pose to give to the question, " How are the dead raised 
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up ? " The question, to be fully answered, must be re- 
solved, as I said before, into two inquiries, — first, How 
are the dead raised up ? that is, Is it by an act of simple 
pawery or by a law of life and of growth ? secondly, la it 
a sudden, instantaneous event, or a progressive develop- 
ment? — while the question, In what form do they come? 
must also be resolved into the questions of identity, 
material shape, organization, and capacity. 

First, then, as to how the dead are raised, etc. Are 
they to be lifted from the sepulchre, as the stone is raised 
from its door, by an act of physical omnipotence ? Most 
certainly not ; and in so saying, we may be led at once 
to the correction of a very common error in regard to 
the resurrection of the dead. The seed you bury in the 
ground (and here I use the very figure employed by the 
Apostle in illustration) is not " quickened except it die j " 
that is, it does not rise but according to a law of life 
which that buried seed carries in its own bosoma The 
stone does not rise, because there is in it no vital germ, 
and no art of husbandry can ever vitalize it that it shall 
rise again into life and light In like manner from out 
the unsightly larvae there bursts a beautiful creation, 
rising and ascending on its wings of light ; but it was Hfo^ 
buried life, that was gradually forming for this beautiful 
efilorescence which is thus suddenly exalted into new- 
born glory and shapes of beauty. In like manner the 
body that rises carries with it, in the dust, a vital germ 
that shall hereafter burst forth in the glory of a new-born 
life. 

But whence comes this imperishable vitality which sur- 
vives the touch of death and the power of the grave ? Is 
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it a power inherent in these mortal bodies, or is it a 
derivation from the source of life itself? I now refer to 
the resurrection to beauty and glory of the just. In the 
course of the argument from which our text is taken, the 
Apostle declares that, " as in Adam all dky so in Christ 
all are made alivt;^ and he says this particularly of the 
body. Our bodies, therefore, do not die, each one of 
them^ by an abrupt and divine purpose and infliction ; 
they die because the seeds of death are in them from 
their birth. They die because the very root and stock 
from which they are derived is mortal, — has, that is, the 
law of death working in them from their very birth. Now, 
it was the mission of Christ to quicken and vivify with 
the vital flow of His immortal life this d)ring stock ; and 
so "He tasted death for every man/* that every man 
from Him might taste of life. 

But, again, how is this quickening pulse of life com- 
municated to these mortal bodies? Is it by an act of 
outward mechanical power on the part of the Lord, or is 
it the culture and growth of an imparted vitality ? Does 
the law of life work in us, analogous to the law of death 
which it is to absorb, to overcome, and to expel ? Do we 
derive it from a birth, even as we derive that from a 
birth ? Doth this spiritual, this vitalizing element come 
to us by a birth of the Spirit? Are we "bom again, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God"? And being thus born, do we grow 
up in Him, until the babe in Christ is developed into the 
stature of a man ? In a word, is the mortal body itself 
ultimately transformed and glorified by the same identical 
process that sanctifies the soul? Most undoubtedly thisr 
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is so ; and that is the whole significance of such Scrip- 
ture (and there is much of it) as this: "If the Spirit of 
Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, 
He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also [and 
observe the saying] quicken your mortal bodies by the 
Spirit that now dwelleth in you." Here we are taught 
that the vigor of that immortal life with which Jesus went 
down into the grave could not be holden by the powers 
of death; for it was that divine and spiritual element 
over which death hath no power. And we are also taught 
that that identical Spirit and power is now communicated 
to the mortal bodies of His people ; yea, that it is, to use 
His own language, now working in them, and, like leaven, 
gradually, slowly, moulding and fashioning those vile 
bodies until they are ultimately and completely changed 
into the image of His own glorified body. Now, we 
are told that our life is hid with Christ in God. We do 
not see it ; it doth not appear : but it is doing, all unseen, 
its secret work, so that when He who is our life shall 
appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory. In 
the morning of the resurrection there will be the final out- 
burst of a life which has all along been secretly working 
toward this glorification, even as the sudden outburst of 
life in the winged Psyche has all along been forming for 
this efflorescence under cover of its low organic life. 
And that is the meaning of all that Apostolic teaching 
which represents him who has but just received the birth 
of life as already feeling the powers of the world to 
come ; and this is so because in the buried seed there is 
involved all that shall ever after be developed from it. 
And so he that hath but the first element of that life 



THE RESURRECTION GERM. 7 1 

from Christ hath also, potentially, all that shall ever grow 
from it. Hence the Apostle says to the Corinthians 
who by him had been baptized with water and the Holy 
Ghost : " Ye are washed [baptized, that is], ye are sane* 
tified, ye are glorified ;" that is, as though they had already 
entered into the glory of which their baptism into Christ 
was only the elementary principle. And to the Ephe- 
sians he says: "He hath quickened us together with 
Christ, and hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places." 

Thus, then, brethren, we answer the inquiry, " How 
are the dead raised up ? " And we see that the resur- 
rection of the dead, like the growth from planted seed, 
is not by the mere fiat of Almighty power, but by the 
growth and ultimate outburst of a life which has been 
sustained and carried forward, under all the infirmities 
of this low nature, by the secret ministry of Christ. And 
so we learn the significance of those gracious words, 
"Whoso eateth My flesh hath eternal life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day.*' The secret virtue of that 
imparted life will survive the tomb, and come forth in 
the morning of the resurrection in all the beauty and 
glory of its source, making even " our vile bodies to be 
changed and fashioned like unto His glorious body." 
And we may learn from this branch of the subject the 
following lessons, with which I shall close this discourse : 

First. In what sense it is that the risen Christ is the 
" first-fruits of them that sleep." The " first-fruits " are 
not merely an " earnest," the first gathering of a coming 
harvest, but they are also the product of the same iden- 
tical laws that bring forth the harvest. The same law. 
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therefore, that lifted the crucified body of Jesus from the 
tomb must bring forth the buried bodies of all who sleep 
in Him. The law is now in operation ; is now bringing 
forward, maturing, the harvest which has already ripened 
the first-fruits. The certainty of a general resurrection, 
therefore, you perceive, does not depend upon something 
to be enacted hereafter ; it is merely the working out of 
a law of life which, in the person of Jesus, is shown to 
be superior and triumphant over the law of death. 

Secondly. We see that, as there is an idendty in the 
first-fruits and the future harvest, so the risen, glorified 
body of Jesus is the type of the resurrection body of His 
saints. 

Thirdly. We see how we are made alive by Jesus 
Christ. It is by that mystical conveyance of His own 
vivific virtue into our persons that makes us, in the lan- 
guage of the Apostle, "partakers of the Divine life." 
This communication of Himself is by His Word, worship, 
and sacraments, — by means, that is, which react to both 
the body and the soul ; so that we are said to be " be- 
gotten and born again of Him " into a new and higher 
life. And hence, all who have received, in whatever way, 
this vivific touch, are said, like her who touched Him in 
the days of His flesh, to have received into their diseased 
and dying nature healing virtue, and are said to be 
" quickened," "renewed," — to have passed from death 
unto life, and " made alive unto God." 

And so, brethren beloved, let us come to our Easter 
Feast this morning remembering and commemorating all 
those who have "departed this life in His faith and 
fear," and pondering the words of our Blessed Lord when 
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He said, " I am the bread, the living bread that cometh 
down from Heaven. . . . Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raise 
him up at the last day. He that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. For I am the 
resurrection and the life, saith the Lord, and because I 
live, so ye shall live also." 

This £aster Day, these jubilant strains after our Lenten 
services, wherein we have followed our Blessed Lord 
through His '* fasting and temptation," His " agony and 
bloody sweat," His "cross and passion," to this "His 
glorious resurrection," is the calm after storm, the sun- 
shine and bright day after cloud and night ; and we our- 
selves, if we have truly engaged in that service, have 
something of the repose of soldiers after fatigue, — yea, 
of victors after battle. And we may come with these 
paeans of victory on our lips, as the just expression of 
heartfelt joy. In that victory of Christ we all share, for 
it is the pledge and token of our victory over death and 
the grave, and of the blessed resurrection of all the dear 
ones we have laid down to their last sleep. Each mem- 
ber of the mystical body must share in the fortunes of 
its Head ; and that which has happened in the one person 
of Jesus shall come to all and each for whom He died. 
As the sweet flowers are the dear pledge of Nature's 
resurrection, — the happy return of springtime, when 
Nature, with another childhood and youth, renews and 
revivifies her ancient forms, — so the risen Jesus, that 
glorious form of beauty and grace, is the first-fruit of a 
coming harvest, the pledge of that maturing process now 
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going on in the world and beyond it, whereby, " though 
after the skin worms destroy this body, yet in the flesh,** 
renewed, rejuvenated, and made immortal, we " shall see 
God.** And "if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him.** For the resurrection of Christ is not 
merely the seal to all His teaching, the absolute demon- 
stration of all he ever spake, but it is also that which 
gives to our individual life its great reality and awful im- 
port. It is for this reason that the simple fact of the 
resurrection of Jesus was so much insisted upon by the 
Apostles. It made the whole theory of Christianity no 
longer polemic or didactic ; it was a demonstration, say- 
ing, " Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first-fruits of them who slept." And it was the great 
truth on which our Blessed Lord dwelt with infinite ten- 
derness in His last words to His disciples, that the 
union between Himself and all who should believe in 
Him was indissoluble ; showing how it was not the mere 
moral union of a common sentiment, but a vital and or- 
ganic union, making them partakers of, and bound to- 
gether by, the same principle of life, saying, " I am the 
vine, ye are the branches ;*' "I am in you, you in Me ; 
even as the Father is in Me, and I in Him.** Therefore, 
through Christ and in Christ, "we look for the resur- 
rection from the dead, and the life of the world to 
come." 
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After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven. — 
Revelation iv. i. 

O AINT JOHN, in this symbolic phrase, intimates how 
thus the veil was for a season withdrawn, and he was 
permitted to look into the invisible and spiritual world. 
He was permitted especially to see somewhat of that 
heavenly state as it now is, and to reveal so much as by 
the symbols here used might be for the comfort and edi- 
fication of the Church, now on earth travailing and wait- 
ing for the great deliverance. Saint Paul also had visions ; 
was caught up, as he says, into the third heavens, — a 
higher state, perhaps, than that Saint John saw, for the 
things he saw and heard were unutterable ; yea, he says, 
they were things that it was not lawful to communicate ; 
showing us how the revelation, the Apocalypse of the 
spiritual world, is limited, and that not even an Apostle, 
caught up into heaven, can transcend those defined 
limits. 

It is well for us, my brethren, to be often looking in 
through that open door. We live in a grossly material 
age, and men believe little beyond what they can see and 
handle. They place little value upon things which they 
cannot turn to some material account. The great earth- 
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cry, "What shall we eat, and what shall we drink, and 
wherewithal shall we be clothed?" drowns all spiritual 
aspirations, and we are emphatically of the earth, earthy. 
Yet some who turn disgusted from material things, simply 
because they have exhausted all their virtue, go off by a 
natural rebound into morbid reveries, fanciful excesses, 
and vain delusions ; and so they miss the comfort and 
abiding truths which only the Word of God reveals, and 
His Spirit uses to enlighten and console. It is of infinite 
consequence, therefore, that we endeavor to discriminate 
between the true vision and the false one, between what 
is revealed and what is imagined, between fancy and 
faith ; for if we walk by one, we go to safety and truth, but 
by the other we are given over to delusion and a lie. 

We must remember that the spiritual world is not so 
separated from us by space that it can be called in that 
sense afar. It is distant from us only in condition, — just 
as visible objects are distant from the blind, and sounds 
from the deaf. As soon as the inner eye is opened and 
the ear unstopped, then, as in the case of Saint Paul and 
Saint John and Saint Stephen, the heavenly world is all 
revealed ; its forms of beauty are seen and its voices of 
melody heard. And so, sometimes, we see the faces of 
those just departing in the Lord lighted, like Stephen's^ 
with a halo of glory from the opening heavens ; and they 
see, even when the outward eye is closed, the forms of 
the glorified, while their souls are ravished as they are 
wrapt away with the music of those spheres. Saint Paul, 
Saint John, and others of the Prophets were still fierey 
upon the earth and in tfie fleshy when they saw and heard 
these unutterable things. 
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Yet, as indicating how the soul, even in this life, tran- 
scends sometimes in its perceptions the limitations of 
sense, Saint John says of himself that he was 'Mn the 
spirit " when he saw the invisible world, — a phrase fre- 
quent in Scripture, and used to describe the transcendent 
conditions under which the soul thus sees. And Saint 
Paul says, " I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years 
ago (whether in the body, I cannot tell ; or whether out 
of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth);" so inde^ 
pendent did the revelation seem of mere material laws. 

We must also remember that the several senses are 
not essential to the ideas they convey. I mean that they 
are not a necessary part of ourselves. It is the soul that 
sees, not the eye. The eye is only an instrument which 
the mind uses under certain conditions. But the eye is 
no more a part of the mind than the spectacles are a part 
of the eye. Each is an instrument only for assisting the 
sight ; and as the eye still sees without the glass, so does 
the mind still perceive without the organ of sight. The ex^ 
temal eye is given only to see material things ; the inner 
sense, or perception which uses the eye, perceives natur^ 
ally immaterial things. It is by this that it hath knowl- 
edge of God and all heavenly things. For no man, as 
saith Jesus, '^ hath seen God at any time " with the out- 
ward eye, and yet it is the Christian vocation to *^ walk 
as seeing Him who is invisible." Now, when the Prophets 
and others spoken of in Scripture have seen men and 
angels, and the very "company of heaven," they have 
seen them, not with that dim instrument, the materia/ eye, 
but with that inward sense that uses the eye because the 
forms they saw were spiritual bodies. 
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It is a common expression, as you will recollect, of 
Scripture, defining the state of those who have had these 
visions, that " their eyes were opened^^ — that is, that the 
interior sense was uncurtained, the veil withdrawn, and 
they saw, even as they are seen, with the eye of the 
Spirit. 

A very common notion in regard to the revelations of 
persons and things in the spiritual world supposes that 
they come from some far-off distance in space, and as- 
suming for the occasion a material form and substance 
they thus reveal themselves to the natural sight of the 
beholder, then suddenly dropping that material form 
they vanish and disappear from sight. 

But if this revelation of men and angels from the other 
world were made to the outward external senses of man- 
kind, then, in every instance, they must have been seen 
and heard alike by every one present at the time of the 
revelation, who had "eyes to see and ears to hear.'* 
But we find that in the instances mentioned, one only 
saw the revelation ; the others, though present, with the 
natural eye in its natural state, saw nothing. Thus, when 
Elisha saw the succoring host upon the mountain, that 
spiritual legion that was to guard and protect him, his 
servant Gehazi saw nothing. And when, despairing of 
the fate of the army, he cried in bitterness, " What shall 
we do for the morrow?" Elisha endeavored to cheer 
him with the assurance, " More are they that are for us 
than they that are against us." But Gehazi could see 
nothing but the environing host of the enemy. And then 
Elisha prayed, " O Lord, open his eyes that he may see.^^ 
And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he 
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saw. ** And behold the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha." Here you see that 
Elisha, who as a prophet had the gift of vision into the 
spiritual world, saw what the natural eye could not re- 
veal, and what Gehazi could see only when this inner 
sense was opened. The same is true in the case of Saint 
Paul, who, at his conversion, had poured upon him the 
light of another world, and in it saw the person of Jesus 
revealed, and heard himself called by name and com- 
manded by the Lord; yet, as we read, the men who 
journeyed with him " saw nothing^ Only their ears were 
in a measure unstopped, and they heard a voice. And 
when Stephen was dying in his own blood, he cried out, 
^^ I see heaven opened^ and the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of God." But the multitude standing around 
him saw nothing but his own shining face. And again, 
Daniel, speaking of his revelations, says, '' And I, Daniel, 
alone saw the vision : for the men that were with me 
saw not the vision ; but a great quaking fell upon them, 
so that they fled to hide themselves." Thus you see that 
men and angels from the other world have not been seen 
by the natural eye, but by that spiritual perception which 
lies back of these material forms, but which may, at any 
moment when it shall please God, be opened and 
unstopped. 

This vision, this power to see into the invisible world, 
was a special gift to the prophets of the earliest times. 
It w€is the mode by which, in those days, God commu- 
nicated with His creatures on earth. Written revelations. 
Scripture as we now have it, the people of those days had 
not But in order that this intercourse between the 
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heavens and the earth should not be utterly lost, God 
ordained a ministry of angels ; and through the long years 
of prophetic waiting there were selected and set apart 
for this communication a class of men gifted with this 
inner sense, this open vision^ so that, as saith the Apostle, 
^ God did at sundry times and in divers manners speak 
unto the Fathers." This class of men, the Fathers, were 
designated and known by that special faculty. They 
were called Seers, — that is, those who could see what to 
the natural eye was unrevealed. In i Samuel ix. 9, it 
is stated significantly in these words: "Beforetime in 
Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, thus he spake, 
Come, and let us go to the Seer: for he that is now 
called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer^^^ And 
so, when one was in the exercise of this gift of vision, 
he was said to have had his eyes opened. Thus Balaam, 
though he did not belong to Israel, and served the 
princes of Moab, had yet this gift of open vision ; and he 
describes himself as one having knowledge from the 
Most High, " which saw the vision of the Almighty, fall- 
ing into a trance, but having kis eyes ofienJ' It has been 
said that this particular case shows how the gift, the 
endowment of seeing into the spiritual world and fore- 
casting coming events, was not confined to God's chosen 
people j for Balaam was of the Gentile world, beyond the 
line of God's election. And beyond all doubt there 
were from earliest times, and over all the world, men 
thus selected and gifted of God to keep open and alive 
communication with the spiritual world. And there has 
never been found a people, a nation, a tribe on the face 
of the earth that did not have those who were real or 
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pretended mediators between the seen and unseen worlds. 
But to the people of Israel was vouchsafed a clearer and 
truer communication ; for unto them were committed, for 
the benefit of all mankind, the very oracles of God. 
There were times, indeed, when this intercourse was 
closed ; but it was regarded as a woful calamity when 
the seers' eyes were sealed, and the heavens seemed to 
be shut up, and they cried with Job, " Where there is no 
vision the people perish." During the time of the 
Judges there was this woful darkness, illumined by no 
prophetic rays, no light from the unseen world ; and, as 
we read in the Book of Samuel, " the Word of the Lord 
was precious in those days." There was no open vision. 
It was during these times, when the hearts of men were 
pining and fainting for the words of life, when they were 
straining their eager gaze for the lost vision of the 
spiritual world, that men appeared, "designing some," 
with wild fanaticism others, and assumed to themselves 
the gifts and powers of divination, of necromancy, and 
mediation between the living and the dead. It was 
against these presumptuous and audacious pretenders 
that the people were warned, and with whom they were 
forbidden to have any intercourse. 

Thus, when the sure Word of God is forsaken, and men 
undertake to penetrate the mysteries which the Father 
hath in His own power, if we go aside from this, if we go 
beyond this, we go into dangerous paths, we wander in for- 
bidden ways. When God endows one with prophetic 
gifts and an open vision. He sets His own seal to that 
endowment ; so that, as saith the Apostle, " Believe not 

every spirit, but try the spirit whether it be of God.** 

6 
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In the Old Testament we have frequent account of 
what are denominated false prophets or seers. There 
are two important things to be observed of this class of 
false seers. In the first place, their falseness did not 
consist in the fact that they assumed prophetic gifts or 
divinations; they had these gifts, these endowments. 
But, secondly, they misused, they perverted them. They 
were corruptible, and, " after the error of Balaam," were, 
as the Apostle expresses it, "greedy of reward." They 
held those Divine gifts in unrighteousness; and, like 
those of whom the Apostle speaks in the Church of 
Corinth, they used their gifts, their miraculous gifts, for 
unworthy and personal ends. For it must be remembered 
that there is no necessary connection between these mi- 
raculous endowments and personal purity, charity, and 
grace. The Church at Corinth had all these miraculous 
endowments, and yet, with all their prophetic gifts, they 
were without Divine charity, and so, in their very gift of 
tongues, they were but as "sounding brass and tinkling 
cymbal." 

Now, in earlier time there were, as I said, false 
prophets, false seers ; false in this, — that they perverted 
their gifts, not that they did not possess them. And so, 
thirdly, it is to be observed of this class that they, as 
mere instruments, without the concurrence of, and some- 
times against, their own will and volition, revealed true 
visions and spoke prophetic truths ; God thus using evil 
prophets as He uses evil men, to accomplish His own 
will. Thus Balaam was a prophet indeed, but a false 
prophet. He knew he had the gift of divination, and 
Balak knew it. It was known, probably, in all that 
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region of the mountains of Aram ; and Balak knew, 
too, that Balaam was corruptible. He knew he could 
buy the use of his prophetic gifts with money. Saint 
Jude, as you know, speaks of those who have "run 
greedily after the error of Balaam ; " and Saint Peter 
speaks of Balaam as "having loved the wages of un- 
righteousness." 

Now, Balak desired the prophetic malediction against 
the host of Israel, in accordance with the belief prevalent 
in pagan nations that the prophetic power could turn 
the tide of battle. " I wot," he says, " that he whom 
thou blessest is blest." This custom, I may remark, of 
invoking the spiritual powers in aid of the physical host 
so prevailed at one time that the Romans always had 
their Sacerdos, who went before the army, to devote the 
enemy to destruction. But Balaam answered the solici- 
tations of Balak by averring that he could not, even if he 
would, speak under the prophetic inspiration any other 
word than that which was put into his mouth. And this 
was true. God controlled the prophetic gift. But the 
man^ Balaam himself, was left to his own choice ; and he, 
notwithstanding the Divine warning and the angel and 
the flashing sword in his path, sold himself and went 
over to the enemy. But when he came to utter the male- 
diction which Balak had bought, to the utter confusion 
of prophet and king, instead of a curse on Israel came a 
blessing. And then he uttered one of the most sublime 
prophecies recorded in Scripture: "How shall I curse 
whom God hath not cursed ? Or how shall I defy whom 
the Lord hath not defied? For from the top of the 
rocks I see Him, and from the hills I behold Him. Let 
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me die the death of the righteous^ and let my last end be 
like his." 

God thus used the gift for His own glory, and delivered 
up the sinful prophet to his own evil ways. Shortly after 
reaping the wages of unrighteousness he fell slain, dis- 
honored in the ranks of the heathen host 

Now, this case of Balaam shows that insight into the 
invisible and spiritual world may be for good or it may 
be for bad ends. Persons may be endowed with the gift, 
and misuse it in the interest of evil, and so themselves 
be disowned, discarded, and cast away of God. Again, 
we find in Scripture a description of those who are de- 
nominated lying prophets, — those who pretend to the 
knowledge of secrets. These are they who make false 
reports of the invisible world, and predict what never 
shall come to pass. They are, in all this high vocation, 
impostors. And here, by the way, I would remark that, 
among all barbarous tribes, always the pretended prophet 
and sorcerer is also the " medicine man." He deals, 
that is, in the recondite, the unexposed secrets which the 
common people know not. And among the ignorant and 
credulous he who knows one secret is easily accredited 
with the knowledge of all secrets; and whatever phe- 
nomena they cannot understand and explain, they refer 
to spiritual powers. Thus Ahab had four hundred false 
prophets. He was a very wicked king, as you know, and 
it was one of the features of his great wickedness that he 
forsook the Lord, and surrounded himself with seers that 
prophesied falsely. Through these false prophets he was 
to be punished for his sins, — reaping as he sowed. And 
when the Lord said, "Who shall persuade Ahab that he 
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may go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead ? " where his doom 
was to be sealed, a lying spirit stood forth and said, " I 
will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets." 
He did so ; and the king, through the voice of these false 
prophets, went up to Ramoth Gilead and was slain. Now, 
if we turn to the prophecy of Ezekiel xiv. 7, we learn 
that God answers the diviners according to their sin: 
" Every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that 
sojoumeth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, 
and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the 
stumbling-block of his iniquity before his face, and 
Cometh to a prophet, I the Lord will answer him 
[according to the multitude of his idols]. . . . And if 
the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, 
I the Lord have deceived that prophet." All this is 
in accordance with that general law announced by the 
Apostle when he declares that they who hold the truth, 
yet "hold it in unrighteousness," will be visited by a 
strong "delusion and a lie," and that they who seek 
falsehood shall have it, — they who are willing to be 
deceived shall be blinded to the truth. 

What has now been said may cast some light upon the 
question which has been much discussed by scholars in 
all places, as to the nature and authority of the Grecian 
oracles. The influence and operation of these oracles are 
so woven into all the thread of classical history and 
literature, as to have become, in some of their features, 
familiar to all who read. These oracles were a sort of 
public conscience to the ancient world, in the eras of its 
highest civilization and power. And the utterances, 
therefore, of these oracles became the spiritual law or 
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revelation to the public mind. These pagans, though 
highly educated, in their wisdom knew not God. Yet 
the pious instincts of the race were ever in the darkness, 
feeling after Him if perchance they might find Him. The 
oracles, therefore (which consisted, as you know, of con- 
secrated vestals, having, as it was supposed, the spirit of 
divination or prophecy, delivering their responses under 
ecstasy to the priests who proclaimed them), — these ora- 
cles were their ordained method of communication with 
the spiritual world. And if the record, as we have it, 
can be relied on, rays of a Divine inspiration must have 
fallen occasionally on those shrines, and Crod have an- 
swered the questioners through these uncertain and even 
false oracles, as Balak was answered through Balaam. 
They were thus made the instruments or utterers of truths 
they did not comprehend, that so God's universal provi- 
dence and reign might be indicated and justified, even 
among those who had lost the knowledge of the true 
God. It is said, in the Book of the Acts, that a certain 
damsel " having a spirit of divination " (and this is the 
exact description of the ancient Pythoness) cried after 
Paul and Silas, saying, under the influence of that spirit 
of divination, " These men are the servants of the Most 
High God, which show unto us the way of salvation." 
She did this, it is said, many days. This spirit was exor- 
cised by the Apostle ; and as her masters thus saw that the 
hope of their gains was gone (for, like Balaam and the 
oracle of Delphi, her prophetic utterances were a matter 
of merchandise, sold for gain), they accused Paul and 
Silas of false teaching, and had them cast into the common 
prison. But when they were delivered by miracle, this 
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remarkable thing happened, — the jailer, in his terror, 
fell down before them. And under the conviction of 
truth uttered by this damsel, this Pythoness, namely, 
that they were the servants of the Most High, he cried 
out, " Sirs, what must I do to be saved ? " And thus you 
see how God controlled sometimes the false prophets 
and the pagan diviners, so as to make them utter, in the 
ears of those who credited them, Divine truth. 

From this exposition of communications from the in- 
visible world, we may learn, in conclusion : — 

First. That there is a good and an evil, a lawful and 
an unlawful, connection with these adjoining worlds. 
What God reveals is for a study and a joy. What He 
withholds it is a rash and wicked temerity to attempt to 
penetrate. These daring attempts He has in all ages 
punished with signal and fearful visitation. The law and 
limit of these revelations are defined to us in the Scrip- 
tures, — the written revealed Word of God. There have 
been ages when God spake to men in dreams and visions. 
'^ He who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
unto the Fathers, hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by His Son." In Him, through Him, it has pleased 
God to make known all that it is for our edification to 
know. And hence, from the time that Jesus spake, the 
very oracles were dumb. And now He stands alone ; the 
one only mediator between God and man. This glory 
He will give to no other. And he, whosoever he be, 
that would seek to climb the heavens by any other 
ladder, to enter, to penetrate by any other door, "the 
same is a thief and a robber.'' 

Error, in whatsoever form, is an ever-recurring quan- 
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tity. It runs its cycle, ever repeating itself. And how- 
ever diverse its forms, it hath unity in its source. Satan, 
as our Lord hath told us, is " the father of lies." Hence 
the family likeness in all his offspring. When the old 
Roman paganism was tottering to its fall under the 
mighty leaven of the true faith, when the people began 
to abandon their ancient temples and the oracles, the 
pagan priests, we are told, in their fanatic fear, invented 
all arts to stay the heaving mass 3 and among them, as 
given in detail by Merivale, were the identical arts and 
illusions now practised in our time by professional spirit- 
ualists, so called. 

And so is it the sign of antichrist, and of the last time, 
that " with all deceivableness and lying wonders, whose 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all powers and 
signs, he exalteth himself above God, giving heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.** 

Secondly. We observe that the period, in all ages, 
during which there was a consulting of diviners and 
necromancers, was a period of religious declension; a 
time when a true knowledge of the true God was fading 
out from the minds of men, and all manner of delusions 
and falsehood had taken the place of truth. 

And when kindred errors shall prevail in our own 
time and in our midst, we may be sure of the sign which 
indicates the decay of a true religion, the loss of a high 
and true spiritual sense, and the substitution of an un- 
worthy, unspiritual, and dangerous delusion. It is among 
the signs of the last days. 

But, thirdly^ these periods of delusive divination and 
spirit-seeking have always immediately preceded some 
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great development of spiritual power. The Jewish nation 
was thrice reformed and reclaimed from base idolatries ; 
and they were never fallen so low in these degrading 
errors, as during the Captivity. And all the monuments 
of their history— among which must be included, accord- 
ing to Layard, the chief monuments of Babylon, which 
are almost the only ones left — are the records of their 
attempted unlawful intercourse with the world of spirits. 
And the consummation of all this inventive curiosity was 
in the dark and troubled hour of the world's history that 
immediately preceded the rising of that morning star 
which was to usher in the light, "the true light that 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the world." Then 
was "He manifested who was to destroy the works of 
the devil." He cast out the spirits with His word ; put 
to silence "the father of lies, cheering the world with 
words of perfect truth, and bringing life and immortality 
to light;" destroying death, and him that "hath the 
power of death ; " lighting up the darkness of the grave, 
and opening " the kingdom of heaven to all believers." 

We learn, in conclusion, how here we only " see through 
a glass darkly, but there face to face." Here we know 
in part. There "shall we know, even as also we are 
known." And we learn, too, what are the shadows and 
what the real substance of life. The Scriptures, which 
alone reveal the true and innermost nature of things, call 
this world, and the things of it, shadows. The world 
unseen, it denominates substance. And it is not without 
significance that the highest intellects of the age are dis- 
puting again, though not in the interest of theology, the 
old question whether there be any external world, and 
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not rather a perception only, — the reflection of our 
mental ideas. But in a higher than a mere metaphysical 
sense, the Scriptures rightly denominate this world, this 
economy of things, from its evanescence, a shadow only, 
— a "vapor appearing only for a little time, and then 
vanishing away." And so, as one and another passes 
forever from our sight, we say, in mournful cadence, 
" Man walketh in a vain shadow, and disquieteth himself 
in vain.'* Yes, beloved ; but beyond the shadow there is 
a great substance, and only when we reach it shall we 
learn the great reality of being. 

What, therefore, remains but the lesson to walk by 
faith, — walk as seeing the invisible ? The path of holi- 
ness is the path of light With the saintly soul " abide," 
alone, " the melodies of the everlasting chimes." Christ 
only is the way, the truth, the life. Here, at these altars, 
we meet Him, and here, too, meet adjoining worlds; 
for it is " with angels and archangels and all the com- 
pany of heaven " we here ** laud and magnify His holy 



name." 



" Good angels, we would fain adore, 
And trace the secrets of your shore ; 
In safety guide our feeble bark, 
And lift the mantle of the dark ; 
How bring we near to mortal eyes 
Those infinite realities, 
That they may on our spirits dwellf 
The great, the good, the unchangeable ? 

" Upon the glass the creeping fly 
Will shut out mightiest worlds on high. 
And care to earthly projects given 
Will hide from man his God and heaven. 
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** T is distance dwarfs the mighty star, 
In night's blue caves scarce seen afar ; 
But the great God to us is near, 
As mortal eye or mortal ear, 
And that vast sea which knows no shore. 
With all its floods is at the door. 

** T is in the holy Liturgy, 
We come to sit its margin nigh ; 
Till haply so familiar grown 
With glorious things to man made known, 
We by that standard rightly scan 
How little and how great is man. 

" It is the soul in love and fear, 
Kindling to life the eternal sphere. 
Till mightiest things that fill the sky, 
And walk in immortality. 
Assemblages of light around. 
Wakening throughout the dim profound, 
All tremblingly begin to stir, 
A living amphitheatre, — 
Where Jesus, mid the dark serene. 
O'er the vast circuit walks unseen. 

" 'T is thoughtfulness on brooding wing. 
Earth's lowliest duties cherishing; 
And prayer that bringeth down the skies, 
With dread, immortal companies. 

" Thus in Thy hallowed house on earth. 
Breathing the breath of our new birth. 
As thro' a portal we descry. 
Growing upon the gazing eye, 
The palace of eternity.' 



M 
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I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me. — 2 Samuel 
xii. 23. 

OUCH was the plaintive moan of the stricken monarch 
of Israel, over the remains of a darling boy. He 
spake these words under the profoundest experience that 
the heart of man can know, — the death of a child; "bone 
of his bone, and flesh of his flesh ; *' nay, more, the re- 
flection, in more or less degree, of his own soul. In such 
a case, in such an hour, the spirit clings to spirit, and 
follows it long after the form has passed from sight. 
The soul rises under the sweet attraction, and in that 
exaltation we look down upon the earth " with such dis- 
dain as angels do." Thus was the great king drawn 
away from earth, as he tasted for a while the powers of 
the world to come. And, brethren, it is good for us all 
to drink of that cup, — good, if thus we are made never to 
lose sight of the bright world where they are who have 
gone hence in the Lord. For beneath the beams of it 
the dark places of this lower world will be illumined ; and 
in the hope of it, amid no troubles may we ever despair. 
Oh the comfort of having a world in reserve I No mat- 
ter what may happen to us here, for this brief hour, if 
only there we have our treasure, and find at last our 
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home. If friends depart in Christ, we know that they 
have only reached their home before us, and " we sor- 
row not as men without such hope." But still we follow 
them in our thoughts and musings, and say, with the 
stricken monarch, " I shall go to them ; I shall see them 
and know them again, though they will nevermore return 
to me." In the mean time we may use this truth for our 
consolation and also for our edification, — that we shall 
meet again in the joy of a mutual recognition. 

I propose, therefore, to state, in very few words, the 
grounds of our belief in this comforting hope of a reunion 
and recognition in the future life. 

First We know that there is nothing in the event of 
death that affects our personal identity. We are as truly 
the same persons in another world as we are in another 
land, — the same memory, the same affections, the same 
consciousness, follow us whithersoever we go. Now, this 
identity is only a perpetual growth, and a reproduction of 
the past, even as the man is not a new creation, but only 
the growth of the child ; and so is the form in which the 
spirit clothes itself possessed of a like identity with that 
in which it was born. Amid whatever growth or changes 
that form may pass, it never loses that marvellous im- 
press and touch of God whereby it is known from all 
others, and recognized in man as the image made in the 
child. This, I say, survives the touch of death, and re- 
appears in all the glorious transformation of the future 
state. Thus was Jesus known, after the resurrection, by 
those who knew Him in the days of His flesh. There 
was the very print of the wounds in His feet and in His 
side. And there, too, when with Him in His glory ap- 
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peared Moses and Elias, was still revealed, through all 
the glory of their heavenly state, the mortal forms now 
made immortal. Two thousand years had passed, and 
yet upon the mount of Israel appears the rejuvenated 
form, recognized by those who could see it as that of the 
rapt prophet. Thus, my brethren, though the change in 
the mortal form shall be so amazing, — " that which was 
sown in weakness being raised in power," that which was 
" sown a natural body being raised a spiritual body," — yet 
is it always a body, and the same body; so much the 
same that, amid all its changes, that remains which dis- 
tinguishes it from all others, and identifies it through 
every hour of its life and growth. 

Now, that friends, meeting in the future life, will rec- 
ognize each other, we think there can be no possible 
doubt ; and some of the grounds of this belief I will now 
proceed to state. 

First. When one departs this life, he merely lays aside 
for the time the clothing, the habiliment, of the spirit. 
This outward covering is, however, the drapery in which 
it has pleased God that the spirit shall be arrayed and 
discovered unto men forever. It will be greatly changed, 
as I said, but never so as to lose its identification. 
The original type in any individual instance is never lost 
You see the child reflected still in youth and age, — much 
changed, indeed ; but that something which makes the 
principle of identification is never lost. Now, in the 
future life, the spirit is still clothed in form, — its own 
form, — and it has the same principle of identification 
that it had in this world in different stages of its growth. 
Thus was the body of Jesus known, after it had passed 
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through death, by the print of its wounds. Yea, He was 
revealed to Mary by the tone, the cadence of His voice. 
But, besides this identity, this objective form, the de- 
parted have the same identity of thought and feeling; 
they are the same, intellectually, morally, and socially, as 
when we knew them in the flesh. Their minds, their 
habits of thought, though greatly enlarged, are the same. 
The moral elements of their nature are the same ; their 
memory, too, is the same ; their recollection of everything 
that has ever passed in their history is complete. They 
must have, therefore, perfect memory of their friends, their 
occupations, and all the daily events of this life. They 
have treasured up in their recollections all the pleasant 
things, — all the dear forms and kindly words and gentle 
ministry of those whom they wait to see. You, who miss 
the forms and the voices of those who are gone, do not 
ponder over all they said and did with more tender and 
loving memory than they remember and recite to listening 
friends all they recollect of the life they lived with you. 
As one in foreign parts, and among strangers, now and 
then meets one whom he knew at home, and they sit 
down and recount to each other the incidents of their 
home and the history of their friends, so, in that land 
that is to us afar, do they recognize each other when they 
meet, and relate their recollections, their tender memories, 
of the friends for whom they wait. 

Indeed, this continuity of memory alone makes pos- 
sible the continuity of existence. If memory of the past 
were blotted out, we are no longer the same persons j 
and if we longer live, it is as a new creation, — we are 
not the same persons ; and if we have no memory of the 
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past, and are therefore not the same persons, then there 
can be no such thing as reward or punishment in the 
future life: for these imply a continued consciousness 
that we are the same persons that did those things for 
which we are rewarded or punished. But, besides all 
this objective, moral, and intellectual identity, there is 
what I may call a social identity, namely, that principlie 
that not only discriminates and distinguishes ourselves 
as the same beings, but puts us into social relations with 
others with whom we live and move and have our being ; 
so that our very existence obliges us to connect ourselves 
in thought and memory with other persons. When one 
in foreign countries calls to mind his life at home, his 
thoughts necessarily embrace all those with whom he was 
most associated, and he identifies himself with those who 
made up his social life. So, in that better country, this 
principle of social identity survives, and the departed 
one is ever nursing the sweet memories of home, and all 
who made that home a blessing and a cheer. But, in 
addition to this, there is an identity of affection. The 
pure loves that were kindled here never expire. Charity 
never fails. Other gifts, other graces, having answered 
their end in this life, have died with the death of it. But 
love has no death, — it is immortal ; and the pure loves 
that were here created, are there perfected. The child 
that loved his mother, loveth her still, but it is with the 
added tenderness and the fervor of an angel. Father 
and mother, husband, wife, child, and friends, all these 
estates of life have in that dear world a store of love of 
which we, travailing in the pains of earth, can have no 
means to measure, no power to conceive. Yes, the love 
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you taught them bums bright and pure; nor can you, 
mourn as you may their absence, begin to measure your 
love with theirs. 

And with all these facts before us (for they are not 
fictions), can any one doubt that friends do meet each 
other when they pass this life ? — doubt that that meeting 
will be one of transcendent, ineffable joy? Upon the 
rocky coast, in the wintry storm, a ship lies beating and 
wrecked among the breakers; some friendly wave has 
wafted safe upon the shore, though torn from its mother's 
arms, a darling child. The mother still survives, though 
standing on the wreck of things ; but safe upon the shore 
she sees the loving child. The child beholds the mother, 
and makes to her the signals of safety and encourage- 
ment, and of comfort. Presently another friendly wave 
brings the mother to the shore. Do you doubt whether 
they shall know each other, or shall love each other, now 
that they meet beyond the waters ? Out upon the deep 
seas or on treacherous coasts, our frail bark is ever 
sailing. Now and then a wave from a great sea sweeps 
and washes from our sight our dear ones, — 

" We wave our farewells from the shore, 
And they are seen by us no more ; " 

but they are landed safely in "the haven where they 
would be;" secure from all peril, they only wait and 
watch for our reunion. Out of our trembling lips we say, 
with the stricken David, " I shall go to them, but they 
will not return to me*" But think you, when we meet 
across those waters, -^ that Jordan which we all must 
pass, -^ we shall not know each other; or that, while 
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waiting, we shall forget to love each other ? Yea, rather 
with the transport of the saved shall we fall into the 
loving embrace, and there, by the river of life, together 
wend our way, and under the trees of Paradise enjoy 
together our sweet rest; there, too, to tell of all the way 
that God hath led us, "through perils of the land and 
perils by the sea/* and how through Christ we at last 
have triumphed, our victory being made complete over 
death and the grave. Oh, sweet repose! Oh, blessed 
rest I Happy are ye that have attained. We, who sur- 
vive, are toiling at our oars ; but our bark is turned to 
your sweet home, — the haven of everlasting rest. 

" Over the river they beckon to me, 

Loved ones who *ve crossed to the further side ; 
The gleam of their snowy robes I see, 
But their voices are drowned by the dashing tide. 

" We may not sunder the veil apart 

That hides from our vision the gates of day ; 
We only know that their barks no more 

May sail with ours o*er life's stormy sea. 
Yet somewhere, I know, on the unseen shore, 
They watch, and beckon, and wait for me." 

But, it may be asked, if these social affections survive, 
and yet, even in that world, earthly friends have found 
like end in different issues, how can they meet in peace ? 
Doubtless this thought begets a questioning, a painful 
questioning, in many minds. It does, indeed, involve a 
mystery which it would be presumptuous to disregard. 
Yet something may be said by way of showing that we 
may admit the mystery and yet not be pained because we 
cannot solve it. Some things about which we are nat- 



RECOGNITION IN A FUTURE STATE. 99 

iirally inquisitive are so plainly above any present com- 
prehension of ours, that, as it seems to me, it would be 
almost profane to subject them to any human criticism. 
And when they have reference to any future contingen- 
cies affecting, as we suppose, our own happiness as well 
as theirs, such as " How can any one be blessed in the 
future life, knowing that some of his own dear friends 
are not ? " " How can departed saints be happy, know- 
ing that those they love on earth are suffering keenest 
misery ? " — to all such questions we can only give the 
answer of the immortal poet, Tennyson, when he asks of 
his friend at rest in Paradise, — 

" * Canst thou feel for me 
Some painless S3rmpathy with pain ? ' 
And lightly does the whisper fall, — 

* 'T is hard for thee to fathom this : 

I trimnph in conclusive bliss, 
And that serene result of all.' " 

But, again, as to the degree of our knowledge of each 
other in a future life. It will be a knowledge as far 
transcending that which we now have of each other as 
the light of that world exceeds the light of this. Here 
we do, in fact, know but very little of each other. We only 
know, as the Apostle expresses it, partly, darkly. Our 
perception of each other is only through very imperfect 
organs, the dull and infirm sense of things. And then 
we know only the outward appearance ; we know only 
what one seems unto us; and so uncertain, so inade- 
quate, is this knowledge, that we are constantly misun- 
derstanding each other, and revising our judgments of 
each other. Our knowledge, that is, is mainly inferential, 
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hypothetical, and we may live all our days with persona, 
and have to confess at the last that we never understood 
them. But in the future life we shall know each other even 
as we are ourselves known of God, It will there be no 
longer through a darkened glass, but soul will see each 
soul face to face. The heart, the spirit, of each one will 
be to the other all open, all undisguised, as now face is 
seen by face. The whole innermost nature will be un- 
folded and revealed, and heart will speak to heart with' 
out the infirmity and failure of stammering lips. Our 
knowledge of each other will not only be equal to that we 
now have, but it will transcend it in measure and in 
exactness. And when we add to this fact that we shall 
know each other thus only when such knowledge will be 
bliss, — when, that is, the spirit shall have been purged 
from all stain and imperfection, and is as pure and as per- 
fect as a new creation ; that we shall thus meet each other 
and know each other when there is nothing we need fear 
to have revealed, but under the assurance that the more 
we know each other the more we shall love each other,— 
then surely may we rejoice because we are to go to them, 
and they not to return to us. In this world we are obliged, 
for our own security, to go masked, as it were, among men. 
We dare not expose to their gaze the secrets of our 
hearts. We dare not lift the veil that hides from them 
our secret sorrows or our secret joys. They would not 
understand us, their S3rmpathy could not reach us ; and 
so we learn to walk in a shadow, — each heart knowing 
and nursing still its own bitterness or its own sweet joy. 
But there, in that world, there are no griefs to hide; 
there are no painful secrets to be concealed j there axe 
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no joys that we can hold apart ; thtte are no envies, no 
fears, no separated portions, whether of sorrow or of 
care. Each lives in the other, and all know and share 
the bliss of each. 

I have not time to-day to detail the Scripture proofs of 
what has here been assumed, nor do the Scriptures say 
much, in formal statement, on this point. But rising far 
above all verbal and formal expression, it is assumed, 
just as the future state is assumed, as the basis of all its 
teachings. **Not a step can we proceed," says Bishop 
Burgess, " not a statement of Divine revelation can we 
clearly embrace, without admitting or involving the ne- 
cessity of a mutual recognition in the future life." To 
quote Scripture, therefore, wherein this fact is implied or 
involved, would oblige us to read the most of it. 

But there is one fact only which I will stop to recite, 
which, it seems to me, embraces and implies the whole. 
After our Blessed Lord rose from the dead, and during 
the forty days He tarried upon the earth. He was all this 
time in that which we denominate the future life, the 
future state, — that is, the state or condition after death. 
He was in the state or condition in which they are who 
have departed hence in the Lord. His body or form 
was now a spiritual body or form ; not subject to material 
laws, but passing, without obstruction, the closed doors, 
the barred windows. It was not seen by every one, — 
not by any, probably, with the natural sense^ — but it was 
given up to view at certain times, and to certain persons 
whose inner sense, whose vision, was open to perceive it. 
Now, in this future state of the Lord, did not He still 
know His friends, and visit them and comfort them? 
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And did not His friends know Him, and rejoice with a 
joy unspeakable as He showed unto them His hands 
and His feet and His side ? 

Did not Mary know Him as she fell at his feet, crying 
out in ecstasy, " Rabboni I Rabboni ! " Did not His disci- 
ples know Him when, in that upper room, He illumined 
their dark and trembling souls with the joy of His pres- 
ence and the benediction of peace ? Did not even the 
doubting Thomas know Him, — he who averred that he 
would not believe unless he should " see with his eyes 
the print of the nails, and thrust his hands into His 
side," — did he not know Him when, under the demon 
stration, he cried out, " My Lord and my God " ? 

And yet more : you see this knowledge and recognition 
was accompanied by a perfect love, — a love and confi- 
dence which they never had before. You see, in the first 
place, how the Lord returns to His own, — to His family 
and friends. He doth not even show Himself to the 
world ; but these. His friends. He seeks out even in the 
hiding-places where these stricken mourners had, in their 
grief, bestowed themselves. He seeks them out and 
pours into their hearts that " new wine of the kingdom " 
of which He spake before His death ; filling them with 
the cheer which He promised just before He tasted the 
bitter cup, saying, "I will not leave you comfortless 
[orphans], I will come again ;" "And your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you." He 
came ; He showed Himself unto them ; and these poor 
cowed and stricken mourners were made, under that rec- 
ognition, "new men in Jesus Christ." They came forth 
from that upper room, and from their concealment, full 
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of a new-born joy, — and that joy was in the recognition 
of their Lord and Master in the future state. This little 
life to them henceforth was but a dream, and they went 
forth to its labors, its cares, its pains, its deaths, with the 
courage and the joy of martyrs. They had tasted for a 
while of the powers of the world to come ; and this poor 
world was evermore to them but a shadow, — the real 
substance of things was beyond. 

Now, remembering that our Lord's purpose in coming 
forth from the shades of death was to reveal the future 
life, to expound it and demonstrate it according to the 
comprehension of mankind, and that it is an exact and 
true type of things within the veil ; that His spiritualized 
body is the identical type and form of the body which 
shall be worn by all who go hence in the Lord, " for our 
vile body is to be made like unto His glorified body ; " 
considering that the intercourse of Jesus, after His resur- 
rection, with His disciples typifies unto us, in all its 
blessedness, the social life in the future state ; that the 
joy at His return typifies the meeting and the greeting 
of friends after death; that this recognition, in all the 
amazing change through which that body had passed, 
typifies and expounds to us the grounds of that recogni- 
tion of each other in the world to come, — I say, when 
we consider all this, and all that this implies, can any one 
who believes that Jesus died and rose again doubt the 
fact of a recognition of friends in the future life, and the 
joy and the bliss of that meeting? No, it is as certain 
that we shall live again together as that we shall ever 
live at all. For if Jesus died and rose again, we be- 
lieve that those also who sleep in Him will God bring 
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with Him ; " Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words." And remember, ye who have buried your dead 
in Christ, and who now mourn their absence from your 
sight, though they will not return to you, you will cer- 
tainly go to them. And what matters it, O mourning 
mother, that your darling child shall not return to you ? 
You care only for the meeting ; and is it not better that 
you should go to him than that he should come back to 
you ? If it were known to you that the child you miss 
were not dead, but living only in a distant land, and that 
a:t any hour of any day you might catch the sound of his 
returning step, and fold him all suddenly in your loving 
arms, how then would you watch and listen through 
every hour of your life for the signs and notes of that 
appearing! How would you set your house in order, 
and have ever all things ready for the new-born joy! 
Yet, he is not dead. He is only in that better country. 
It is revealed, it is known unto you, that you shall meet 
him again. And this meeting, moreover, is revealed, is 
known to you, may take place at any hour of any day. 
True, he will not come to you, but you shall go to him. 
And is not that the better part ? Would you, to have this 
meeting, draw him from the skies? You would rather be 
lifted up to share in his joy than that he be brought down 
to share your sorrow. Therefore, O ye who mourn the 
departed, "sorrow not as men without hope," but re- 
member, as the days pass, and the nights come^ and the 
burden weighs, and the foot is weary, —remember ye are 
but pilgrims going to your homes, going to that family 
meeting in the mansion of our Father's house. As stran- 
gers, therefore, wayfarers, let us, with ''staff in hand,*' 
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"loins girded," and "lamps trimmed and burning," go 
forth to the meeting and the greeting. 

Had I time, I should like to give quotations and ex- 
tracts showing how this doctrine has been approved and 
maintained in the Church from the beginning by C)rprian, 
Tertullian, Chrysostom, and others, — by the great bishops 
and leading divines of the Reformation, and by prominent 
scholars and theologians who have studied these matters 
even down to our own day. I will close with an extract 
from a venerable and ancient bishop : — 

"Doubt not, then, O my soul, but thou shalt once 
see, besides the face of thy God, whose glory fills heaven 
and earth, the blessed spirits of the ancient patriarchs 
and prophets, the holy Apostles and evangelists, the 
glorious martyrs and confessors, — those eminent saints 
whose holiness thou wert wont to magnify, and among 
them those in whom nature and grace have especially in- 
terested thee. Thou shalt see them and enjoy their joy, 
and they thine. How oft have I measured a long and 
foul journey to see some good friend, and endured the 
tediousness of the way with the expectation of a kind en- 
tertainment, and the thought of that complacency which 
I should take in so dear a presence ; yet, perhaps, when 
1 arrived, I have found the house disordered, — one sick, 
another disquieted, myself indisposed. Then with what 
cheerful resolution should I undertake this my last voy- 
age, where I shall meet my best friends, and find them 
perfectly happy, and myself with them." 

Let us, then, take comfort in the words of our text, and 
believe that we " shall go to them," though they " may 
hot return " to us. 
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I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness. — Psalm 
rvii, 15. 

nPHESE words were uttered by David when under the 
"^ pressure of grief. Pursued and terrified by Saul, 
he cries unto God, " Keep me as the apple of the eye, 
hide me under the shadow of Thy wings, from the wicked 
that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass 
me about. Deliver my soul from the wicked, from men 
of the world, which have their portion in this life. As 
for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness : I shall 
be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." And thus 
it is, my brethren, that the things of this world lose their 
pleasant savor in the time of trouble, and there is no satis- 
faction for the soul but in God. And hence God gives 
trouble, sorrow, sickness, need, and other adversity, as 
the portion of the saints. They have not, as men of the 
world, their portion in this life ; nor do they with this 
world seek to satisfy their souls. No ; turning from all 
it offers here, as inadequate to the boundless desires and 
cravings of immortal need, the soul rests upon the ful- 
ness of God, and exclaims, with the Psalmist, "I shall 
be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." And this 
instinctive yearning for that immortal, that boundless, 
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good has always been to man as a proof, when he had 
no other, that it should be found. The very heathen, in 
their speculations upon the future, seem to have rested 
the doctrine of an immortality upon these unsatisfied 
cravings of an expanding soul, saying, — 

" It must be so. Plato, thou reasonest well ; 
Else whence this pleasing hope, this fond desire, 
This longing after immortality ? " 

But that which was but doubtful inference is to the 
Christian truth luminous and certain. "Life and im- 
mortality are brought to light" by the Gospel; nay, 
more, the mystery of death itself is revealed, Christ hav- 
ing passed through its gate and grave, and come forth 
with a declaration of its secrets ; yea, come as the victor 
bearing in His own hand the sting He plucked, and in 
the glow of triumph exclaiming, " I am the resurrection 
and the life ; he that believeth in Me shall never die." 
And no longer, therefore, to the believer, is death a 
terror. Once he was the very king of terrors, and 
through fear of him mankind were all their lifetime sub- 
ject to bondage. But now, since He bared his own 
bosom to the whole quiver of this mortal foe, and in His 
own unspeakable agonies absorbed and exhausted all 
the pangs of death ; since He went down into the grave, 
and illumined its darkness with celestial beams ; since, 
as in his own tomb, bright angels there abide watching 
the sleepers, and guarding them from harm, — since then 
the believing soul has ever come down the dark valley 
fearing no evil ; nay, is enabled to look forward to it as 
the sweet release, as the blessed repose of the weary and 
the heavy-laden, and to chant out, even in the moment 
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of its own dissolution, the words of triumph, " O deathi 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? " 

And so, my brethren, through the weary years of this, 
our painful pilgrimage, the sweet solace in all our griefs 
is the end, the blissful end. No matter what darkness, 
what sorrow, I now pass through, I shall behold, O God, 
Thy face in righteousness, and "I shall be satisfied," 
completely satisfied, " when I awake with Thy likeness." 

And, from these words of the Psalmist, we learn there 
are three things involved in the event of the believer's 
death : — 

First They who are dead are but asleep in Christ. 

Secondly. There is to be a time when they shall 
awake out of that sleep. 

Thirdly. They shall awake in the likeness of the 
ever-blessed God. 

First, They who have gone hence in Christ are not 
dead, but sleeping; not an unconscious sleep, but a 
repose full of sweet refreshment. Beautiful image, in- 
deed, is that by which it hath pleased God to represent 
to us the state of those dear and blessed ones who have 
now passed from our sight It is never that of death or 
decay or suspended life, but of rest and repose, — the 
sweet refreshing of exhausted strength. And so it is in 
words like these the Scriptures speak to us of those who 
have reached that land where ''the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest*" By living foun- 
tains and ever-flowing streams they slake their thirst ; in 
the shade of groves they recline ; through the blooming 
Paradise they wend their never-weary way. "There 
they hunger no more, nor thirst any more^ neither doth 
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the sun light on them nor any heat." They are arrayed 
in "white robes," "washed and made white in the blood 
of the Lamb." " And there is no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain ; 
for the former things " — that is, all the sufferings of earth 
— "are passed away." And so "I would not have you 
to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with Him," 

And so, in the pelting of the bloody storm, it is beau- 
tifully said of Stephen, merely that he "fell asleep." 
And of Lazarus, buried in the grave, Christ said, " Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth," — only sleepeth ; " but I go 
that I may awake him out of sleep." And hence the 
first Christians gave to their burial-grounds the name 
of cemetery, — that is, sleeping places, — where they 
laid down their precious dust in the sweet repose of 
death. 

This state, then, my brethren, of the departed, which 
is called the intermediate state because it is the inter- 
vening time between death and the resurrection, is, so 
far as revealed to us, subject to the following conditions : 

First, It is a state in which the soul exists separate 
from the body. 

Secondly, It is in a place called Paradise ; the image 
of all that is lovely and beautiful, innocent as Eden, and 
as pure* 

Thirdly. Here the happy souls of the faithful, re- 
leased from the burden of the flesh, —from its pains, its 
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weakness, its oppression, — are in the enjoyment of that 
peace of God which passeth all understanding, and which 
is represented under the image of that sweet repose, that 
refreshing rest, so grateful to the overworked, the weary, 
and the heavy-laden, — that happy buoyancy which a re- 
lieved soul feels when there has fallen from it all the 
burden of its care and sorrow, and it has entered into a 
joy that shall never lessen nor depart. They who have 
reached those blissful shores are like mariners saved 
from the storm-tossed wreck. The shout of joy hath 
gone up, as one by one they escaped the perils of the 
deep, and have, reached **the haven where they would 
be." In this state they are in the more immediate pres- 
ence of Christ, whom, having not seen, they had learned 
to love, and in whom they now " rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory : having received the end of 
their faith, even the salvation of their souls." 

Here, in Christ's blissful and glowing presence, they 
grow into His likeness, and are " changed from glory to 
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." And so their state 
is one of perfect security and ever-increasing likeness to 
Him in whose perfect image they, at the appointed hour, 
must awake. It is secure, for they are beyond the reach 
of all that can hurt or destroy. They have reached the 
place whence Satan is cast out, and all their foes — the 
world, the flesh, and the devil — are overcome. They 
shall be harassed no more, tempted no more, with the 
thought or the fear of evil ; not so much as its shadow 
can rest upon that bright land. They walk abroad, there- 
fore, as the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, in 
all the freedom of an innocency that cannot be lost, and 
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of a joy that cannot be abated. They are so far away 
from this world that they feel no more the gravitation of 
earth, and have never again to mourn that " their soul 
cleaveth unto the dust." Now, safe within the sphere. of 
those heavenly attractions, they forevermore are drawn 
nearer and nearer to the everlasting source of holiness 
and bliss. But, then, my brethren, this is but the state 
of the soul's sleep and repose. 

And so, in the second place, it is a state from which 
there shall be an awakening. " Another mom is to rise 
upon this cloudless noon,*' — the morning of the Resur- 
rection Day. And if such be only its rest, what shall its 
waking be ? What, oh, what, shall be its glory ? what its 
blessedness, when it shall wake up in the full and perfect 
image and likeness of God ? Oh, brethren beloved, hu- 
man language, even under the pen of inspiration, hath 
utterly failed to express " the things that God hath laid 
up for them that love Him." All symbol and figure, all 
the tropes and hyperbole of language, have been ex- 
hausted, and yet "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love Him." 

Only this we know, — we shall be like Him when we 
see Him as He is ; we shall wake up in His resplendent 
and ineffable likeness. 

In the third place, what is that likeness of God in 
which the redeemed are to awake ? The risen body of 
Christ is, beyond all doubt, the model, — the type accord- 
ing to which all His members are to be fashioned. 
Saith Saint Paul : " He shall change our vile bodies, and 
make them like unto His own glorious body." And Saint 
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John : " We know that when He shall appear we shall be 
like Him." And again: "As we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heav' 
enly." Now, of the person of our Blessed Lord as " the 
man Christ Jesus," in the form in which He appeared 
after His resurrection from the dead, there are these 
several particulars, which we may reverently yet joyfully 
contemplate, as the type into which the sleeping dust we 
have buried shall be fashioned and glorified i-— 

First. That risen body of Jesus was not another, but 
the same identical body that was crucified and laid in 
Joseph's tomb. Although it had gone through that won* 
derful transformation which any body must pass through 
that hath lain a thousand years and then advanced into 
the resurrection state, yet it was so identically the same, 
that the weeping Mary knew Him by the tones of His voice, 
and the doubting Thomas by the print of the nails in His 
bands and by the mark of the spear in His side. 

Secondly. This risen body was so etherealized and 
spiritualized, so resplendent, that when seen at first by the 
disciples, they were alarmed, and thought that they had 
seen His spirit. 

Thirdly. This body was no longer a natural but a 
spiritual body j; that is, it was not any longer subject to the 
laws that govern material forms. He could pass through 
closed doors and surprise His disciples by giving up His 
form to their view, when they knew not that He was 
present. 

Fourthly. This risen body, thus redeemed from the 
power of death, was the outward expression of perfect 
beauty. In Christ it was that unutterable and resplen- 
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dent glory that ravished the souls of those who saw it, 
and before which they fell entranced in an ecstasy of joy. 
And as at the Transfiguration, before He suffered, this 
" Man of Sorrows " allowed that visage, marred and 
smitten, to be for a moment transformed into that un- 
earthly beauty which, as soon as He had tasted of death, 
was to be its permanent halo, that for the comfort of 
those who saw and who were to be called to suffer for 
His name He might show unto what glory their suffering 
nature was to be advanced, so He brought with Him 
those glorified saints, Moses and Elias, whose bodies, 
without the corruptions of death, had been translated 
and transformed into the likeness of the Lord. It was a 
sensible exhibition of that sublime and comforting truth, 
that we are to "wake up in His likeness." And, my 
brethren, the beauty, the unearthly beauty, of that trans- 
formed and immortal body which shall wake up in His 
image, is sometimes dimly pictured upon the lifeless clay 
of mortals. And as the face of Moses, when he came 
from the Mount, was resplendent with unearthly rays, 
and they who sat in the council saw the face of the dying 
Stephen " as it had been the face of an angel," sublimed 
and irradiated with the glory of the opening heavens, 
whither the soul was ascending unto God, even so do we 
sometimes see upon the face of the dying the gathering 
of a halo which lights and lingers on the face, irradiating 
the silent, peaceful clay with an unearthly beauty : — 

" It is the loveliness in death, 
Which parts not quite with parting breath ; 
But beauty with that perfect bloom, 
That hue which haunts it to the tomb." 

8 
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Is it an intimation of the transformation that awaits 
that sleeping form ? Is it the last smile of the released 
and happy soul, as it sees its home and its kindred 
above ? Is it the reflected image of the guardian angel, 
that bends over with whispers of comfort, as it bears the 
departing spirit to the bosom of God ? All that we know 
is, that the heavenly world is near, its rays are falling on 
them, and they see the likeness in which they shall 
awake. " For," exclaimed the rapt and dying Stephen, 
"I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing 
on the right hand of God." 

The likeness, then, in which the just shall awake is 
that of the risen Christ, in perfect purity of soul, perfect 
beauty of body, and complete identity of person. " As 
it hath borne " here " the image of the earthy," it will 
there "bear the image of the heavenly." 

But on this topic, as well as on the intermediate 
state, I shall speak more fully hereafter, and will say, in 
conclusion, that we are not fashioned into this likeness 
of Christ by a single abrupt act of omnipotent power 
first exerted at the resurrection, but it is a likeness into 
which we grow. Immortal beauty of body and soul is 
but the ultimate development of vital forces now planted 
and working in our nature, — a life hid with Christ in 
God j even as the sudden life and beauty of the butterfly 
is but the last development of a life long hid, but still 
advancing, under cover of the unsightly larva. And so 
it is written, that when in the last great day " the earth 
and the sea shall give up their dead, some shall awake to 
everlasting life, and some to everlasting death." What- 
ever life is in us will then be developed into its kind, and 
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we shall go up in the train of immortal beauty to meet 
Him in the air, or hide in that day from that consuming 
glory in shame and confusion of face. For the glory of 
the resurrection form is the developed beauty of perfect 
virtue, — the beauty of holiness. Then, when sin shall 
assume the dark, forbidding shapes of evil, piety will 
put on its garments of beauty, and wear the hues, the 
form, the features of transcendent loveliness and angelic 
grace. 

Wherefore, " seeing these things are so," what manner 
of persons ought we to be, " looking and preparing for 
that day " ? Be not deceived ; life is a shadow ; time is 
but a moment. " Vanity of vanities " is written upon all 
earthly things. Let us turn, then, from these vain things 
that perish, and lay up treasures that can never fade 
away ; something that will be to us a solace in all our 
sorrow, and enable us to say, with David, when looking 
forward to the end of all on earth, " Thou art my por- 
tion, O my God." " As for me, I will behold Thy face 
in righteousness." 

" Speed on, O. lagging moments 1 

Come, birthday of the soul I 
How long the night appeareth, 

The hours how slow they roll I 
How sweet the welcome summons 

That greets the willing bride I 
And when mine eyes behold Him, 

I shall be satisfied." 




LOCALITY OF HEAVEN, AND EMPLOY- 
MENT THERE. 

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him 
day and night in His temple. — Revelation vii. 15. 

nPHERE is nothing in the whole range of human spec- 
ulation that so intimately concerns or so deeply af- 
fects us as questions concerning the state or condition 
of those dear ones who have passed from our sight. To 
many of us the ties, the invisible ties, that bind us to 
that world are stronger than any which can evermore 
attach us unto this. They who have gone from our 
sight, we know, are not only alive, living in all the fulness 
of God, but they are casting evermore, day by day, that 
sacred spell upon our own souls, so divine, so full of ten- 
der and inexpressible sympathy, that we could not break 
it if we would, and we would, not if we could. Many 
a one now walking this earth is also in spirit walking 
with God, — has died and been buried, and risen again 
with Christ, and ascended with Him, and is sitting " with 
Him in the heavenly places." As '* pilgrims and sojourn- 
ers here," only "wayfarers tarrying but for the night," 
they but wait for the morn, the bright, the blessed morn, 
that shall bring them to the home where, in spirit and 
in hope, they long have dwelt, and where the beckoning 



LOCALITY OF HEAVEN. II7 

forms of absent ones are making ready for the greeting. 
And not only the love we bear to those who have gone 
before us, but a more awful concern for our own destiny, 
invests the future life with an inexpressible interest. For 
many a stricken and sorrowful soul this world has no hope 
except the hope in death ; and life itself, oppressed as it is 
with its fearful burdens, would be intolerable but for the 
blessed hope that, when released from the body of this 
death, they shall find a place and a service at God's 
right hand, where " there are pleasures for evermore." 
To such all these tender questionings of the life to come 
are as the soul's daily food. The spirit lives in them 
and upon them ; and it is this deep and abiding spir- 
ituality, this tender sympathy with, and eager, earnest 
questioning of, the life to come, that exposes the unbal- 
anced mind to error, and causes the most serious and in- 
quisitive to mistake a mere fancy for faith. It is of the 
utmost importance, therefore, that we adhere to what it 
hath pleased God to reveal, and that when we speak or 
write on those topics which can only be matter of infer- 
ence, analogy, or conjecture, we so distinguish them, 
— not including them among the articles of a necessary 
faith. God's written Word is sufficient "to make the 
man of God thoroughly furnished unto every good work." 
It has all the motives to a holy and contented life here, 
and offers to faith and hope all that is inspiring and 
blissful in the future. And this revelation is accredited 
to us by the attestations of Divinity. These words of 
God have come to us with the works of God, — come 
with the "demonstration of the Spirit and of power." 
He who, with the Bible in his hand, rejects it, or, in the 
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words of wisdom, doth not " take fast hold " of its in- 
struction, must become the prey of every " wind of doc- 
trine, and cunning craftiness of men who lie in wait to 
deceive." " Buy truth," as saith the oracle, " and sell it 
not." In God's Word is revealed all that will make us 
wise to know. Let us take care lest, like her who cov- 
eted the fruit of the forbidden tree, we pluck the inter- 
dicted fruit and die. For it was of the tree of knowledge 
Satan tempted her to eat, promising thereby insight to 
that invisible world, when, having eaten, she should be 
" like unto the gods." And so it was that the fruit of 
that forbidden tree " brought death into the world, and 
all our woe." What God hath shut, therefore, let no 
man try to open ; for it is not lawful for a man to speak, 
even if he should know, those mysteries which " the 
Father hath reserved in His own power." 

But, while this same Word declares that " secret things 
belong only unto God," it adds that " those that are re- 
vealed belong unto us and to our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of this law." To these, therefore, 
we may reverently turn for such light as is vouchsafed 
us on the state of the departed, and the sphere of the 
invisible world. On these topics we can know little, and 
that little must be inferential from doctrine already con- 
sidered, rather than from direct and independent state- 
ment. I shall follow, therefore, the analogy of Scripture 
and the tradition of the Church, in the brief exposition 
I shall offer of these particulars. 

First, then, where is the invisible world ? 

We may venture to suppose, from the intimations of 
Scripture and the analogies of life, that the spiritual 
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world into which the faithful departed are absorbed is 
not, as a condition of space, distant from us : first, be- 
cause both time and space are merely terms applicable 
to the present order of things in this mortal state, just 
as all knowledge and perception through the senses are, 
and, as applied to the spiritual world, referring only to 
state or condition ; as he is nearest to God who is most 
like unto Him, and he is farthest who is most unlike, and 
he is in His presence who is ever mindful of it. And, 
secondly, because analogy would indicate that the orders 
just above us should be as near as the orders just below 
us. We know ourselves to be surrounded and in the 
midst of living things that no unaided sense of ours can 
comprehend or define ; that angels, good and bad, have 
ever been among us, and when it pleased the most High, 
for purposes of His own, their forms have been given up 
to the view of mortals. That the spirits of the just are 
in the company and society of angels, under their tute- 
lage and care, we need not doubt, since it was by the 
angels, as we read, that the departed Lazarus was car- 
ried into Abraham's bosom, — a passage which intimates 
how, immediately upon the event of death, the spirit 
joins this new celestial company, and they conduct it to 
the bowers of bliss. When Saint Paul and Saint Stephen 
and Saint John saw " heaven opened," and found them- 
selves entranced in its ineffable glory, they had passed 
no bounds of space, but were still upon the earth. 

As to the nearness of departed saints, therefore, we 
may console ourselves with the belief of the sainted and 
venerable Bishop of Norwich, and say, in his words : " O 
ye blessed spirits, ye are ever with me, ye are ever by 
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me, ye are ever about me. I do as good as see you, for 
I know you to be here. I bless God for you. I walk in 
fear, because I am ever in your eyes. I walk confi- 
dently, because I am ever, by God's permission, in your 
hands." 

The spiritual world, then, where abide the spirits of 
the just, is not separated from us by the distance of 
space, but only of condition. It is not afar, nor removed 
from us by the measurement of distance. It is all around 
us, pressing upon us, and every moment absorbing one 
and another from among us into its unseen realms. And 
at any time, if it should please God to open our eyes, to 
unstop our ears, we too should see and hear the unutter- 
able things that ravished the soul of Paul in Paradise. 
Nay, we could see, if only the film of sense were removed 
from our dim vision, the whole bright ''cloud of wit- 
nesses" looking upon our course; see, perhaps, the 
guardian angels that " minister to us as heirs of 
salvation." 

" It lies around us like a cloud, — 
A world we do not see ; 
Yet the sweet closing of an eye 
May bring us there to be. 

" Its gentle breezes fan our cheek ; 
Amid our worldly cares, 
Its gentle voices whisper love, 
And mingle with our prayers. 

" Sweet hearts around us throb and beat, 
Sweet helping hands are stirred ; 
And palpitates the veil between. 
With breathings almost heard." 
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The idea of distance which many have of the spiritual 
world is a great hindrance to a spiritual communion and 
an exalted, holy life. It would be a most fearful triumph 
of the great adversary if that idea, which cannot be 
wholly eradicated from our mind, were so perverted as 
to have no effect upon our daily life. If the spiritual 
world, in which all mankind must have some form of 
belief, could in our minds be transferred to such distant 
location, it would, for all practical purposes, be equivalent 
to disbelief in its existence : for if angels and spirits of 
the just are afar, then is Satan also afar ; and if the one 
cannot help us, the other may not harm us ; and so, being 
ignorant of his devices, we " fall into the snare of the 
devil." No, brethren, for our comfort and for our sup- 
port, good angels are as near as the bad, and the whole 
spiritual world, all unseen powers, are near and interested 
spectators of our own spiritual strife ; for, as the Apostle 
declares, we are, in all this race, "a spectacle unto 
angels " as well as unto men. 

" Yes, heaven is near us, — the mighty veil 
Of mortality blinds the eye, 
And we cannot see the angel bands 
On the shore of eternity. 



<( 



The eye that shuts in a dying hour . 

Will open the next in bliss ; 
The welcome will sound in the heavenly world, 

Ere the farewell is hushed in this. 



" Yet oft, in the hours of holy thought, 
To the thirsting soul is given 
That power to pierce through the mist of sense 
To the beauteous scenes of heaven. 



^ 
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Then very near seem its pearly gates, 
And sweetly its harpings fall, 

Till the soul is restless to soar away, 
And longs for the angels' call. 



" We know, when the silver cord is loosed, 
When the veil is rent away, 
Not long or dark shall the passage be 
To the realms of endless day." 

In the second place, What is the employment of the 
redeemed in heaven ? 

On this topic there is little revealed beyond the fact 
that they have a service, and that they are perfectly 
happy and blessed in that employ. In the poetic symbol 
of Saint John, " They are before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in His temple : and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters ; and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Their em- 
ployment must be in analogy with what is revealed to us 
of the service of angels. For the saints departed exist 
as an order between us and them, and are, we may pre- 
sume, in a state of transition from our low life into their 
divine and perfect glorification. The service and minis- 
try of angels will be the topic of another discourse ; and 
I will only say, in conclusion, that my object in these dis- 
courses is twofold : first, to show what abounding conso- 
lation there is for those who survive the departure of 
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Christian friends ; and, in the second place, to give dis- 
tinctness to our thoughts and meditations upon the 
spiritual world, by bringing out more fully Scriptural 
teaching upon that topic. And if one mourning soul is 
thus comforted, or one questioning mind enlightened by 
a clearer view, my labor has not been in vain. 

But, my brethren, these things which we now see only 
through " a glass darkly," we shall soon each one of us 
meet " face to face." When I look around and miss the 
familiar faces of so many who but yesterday were among 
us and of us, how am I reminded that the places which 
now know us will soon know us * no more forever ! And 
yet we shall be living still. One thing we know, — that 
whatever may be the social economy of the future state, 
our affections survive the shock of death. Charity — that 
is, love — never fails. He who hath here planted within 
him the germ of a divine love, and hath nourished it by 
all the sweet charities of a benevolent life ; he who hath 
lived in the practice of piety toward God and love toward 
man ; he who finds his own happiness and blessedness 
now in the happiness of others, — will find, must find, that 
" the kingdom of God is within him," and death will be 
the mere unfolding of that germ into perfect fruition. 

Therefore, O beloved, take it as the great practical 
lesson of all this teaching, — that which the aged Apostle, 
who had seen " the door opened in heaven," made the 
burden of all his after preaching, even when so infirm as 
to be carried to the assemblies of the saints, repeating, 
as the sum of all Divine teaching and all human virtue, 
" My little children, love one another : for God is love, 
and whosoever dwelleth in love dwelleth in Him." 
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And let us remember that, as here on earth it is 
joyful service to worship the Redeemer and Savioui 
our souls, " Him first, Him midst. Him always," sc 
" the temple where they serve Him day and night," 
anthem of praise is ever to " the Lamb that was sla 
They are the favored ones " who follow Him whithe 
ever He goeth." Heaven would not be heaven, witl 
the presence of Him who is "the chiefest among 
thousand, and altogether lovely." So that the sum o; 
our musings on the future state must ever be, — 



Our knowledge of thai life is small, 

The tye of faith is dim ; 
But 't in enough that Christ knows al 

And we shall be with Him." 



THE SPIRITUAL BODY. 

There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. — i Cor- 
inthians XV. 44. 

TVTEXT to the question of locality the mind is eager to 
know with what form our imagination would clothe 
the spirits of the just. We speak of spirits departed as 
disembodied ; but we must not employ this phraseology 
in too absolute a sense, as though spirits departed ex- 
isted without form. They are disembodied only in re- 
spect to that " earthly house of their tabernacle," from 
which they now pass to that "house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." And so the Apostle exclaims, 
when groaning under the burdens of this weak, suffering 
body, and longing for the redemption for which he 
waited : " Not that we would be unclothed," without form 
and feature and outward semblance, " but clothed upon 
with our house which is from heaven." This is a cloth- 
ing, you perceive, not in the resurrection body which is 
from the earth, but in a body which is from heaven, and in 
which, until then, he dwells. We can have no idea what- 
ever of a spirit without form. It is of the very nature of 
life to take unto itself, or develop itself in, form. In this 
world the spirit is not merely clothed but oppressed by 
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its form, and it is evermore sighing for deliverance ; so 
that form here rather conceals than expresses the aspiring 
life of the immortal spirit. But when it is freed from 
this incumbrance, — this dull, heavy, feeble, and diseased 
form,; — it will clothe itself with the robes of its own divine 
beauty, and the instruments of its immortal strength. 
It will have a form moulded and developed by its own 
inherent virtues, and expressive of all the glory there is 
in a perfect purity. There is nothing so lovely as virtue, 
and there is not a being so fallen, but, like Milton's fallen 
angel, adores it. And here, in this world, we would go 
far to fall down before the image of a perfect man, — to 
see perfect justice, perfect goodness, untainted truth, un- 
failing charity, developed into outward form before our 
longing eyes. This is that human form divine of which 
the poets speak. Such beauty has been seen on this 
earth ; and at the sight of it men fell down and wor- 
shipped, or were entranced with the glory of the vision. 
Jesus, with Moses and Elias, once came forth to the 
sight of men, and their embodied virtue was of the ra- 
diant beauty of heaven. The disciples who saw, fell 
down before itj and no marvel that, when recovering, 
they prayed that that vision might nevermore depart. 
It is in such form, it is with such radiant feature, that the 
spirits of the just are clothed. And this is beauty, — 
the divine beauty, — the beauty of holiness. It is the 
expression in outward form of what the beauty-loving 
Greek essayed to express in his image of the gods, 
throwing into his glow of associated beauty all that a 
pagan could conceive of virtue and of grace. It was 
simply the human idea of goodness, of perfection real- 
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ized in outward form. Jesus, you know, was divine, but 
while on earth He had a human form. On various oc- 
casions He put forth, through that human form, divine 
attributes. These were, for obvious reasons, mostly of 
power. But once, in addition to that transfiguration to 
which I have alluded. He allowed a translucence of His 
own immortal beauty through that visage marred and 
smitten. It was at the hour of His betrayal ; and we read 
that the men who went to take Him, on beholding Him, 
went backward and fell to the ground. It was the effect 
of a vision of celestial beauty upon wicked men. And it 
shows us how those images of heavenly beauty will only 
haunt and terrify the outcast and unclean. It shows 
us, too, what is beautiful and comely in the sight of God 
and all His angels. It is the beauty of holiness. Divine 
beauties, therefore, are divine graces beaming forth in 
embodied rays of loveliness, and developing that un- 
earthly sanctity in form and feature that ravishes and 
entrances the souls of mortals unto whom, but in glimpses, 
it has been revealed. And hence, throughout the Scrip- 
tures, saintliness of character is called the crown of glory, 
and the practice of high virtues a putting on or robing 
the spirit in garments of beauty. Hence, Saint John 
terms the " white robes/' in which the spirits of the just 
are arrayed, the righteousness of the saints, or, as he 
elsewhere expresses it, the character, or the soul itself, 
washed, or " made white," and radiant '* in the blood of 
the Lamb." And Saint Peter, too, when exhorting the 
holy women to a comely adorning, adds : " Let it not be 
that outward adorning of wearing of gold or of putting 
on of apparel ; but let it be the hidden virtue of the 
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heart, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price." In such 
form, then, may we conceive of the saints departed, — 
the form in which we knew them here, but as changed as 
was the form of Jesus after passing the alembic of death 
and the grave ; the same form and feature, but no longer 
expressive of all the ills unto which our flesh is heir, — 
its pain, its weakness, its defect, its dulness, its decay, 
its corruption, and its death, — all these have passed away 
with the burden of the flesh, being only the condition 
of its mortal state. But it will bear the same form, 
radiant with celestial beauty and the vigor of immortal 
youth. 

I propose now to speak of the nature of this change, 
and of the characteristics and spiritual properties of the 
new form. 

And, first, you will observe that the Scriptures never 
speak of new creations, but only of changes, when they 
refer to the future life and the resurrection from the 
dead : " Who shall change our vile bodies ; " " We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed." And again : 
** We, beholding the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image." 

It is important to observe this, because in the popular 
imagination, I think, there is new creation ; but in reality, 
and according to the Scriptures, there is only a change, — a 
change, moreover, as we shall presently see, according to a 
law of development and growth. In the text it is declared 
there is a spiritual body ; not, as many interpret it, there 
shall be a spiritual body hereafter and in the world to 
come, but there is now, in each individual believer, a 
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spiritual body. And so, speaking of the death of the 
body, the Apostle says: "It is sown" — it dies — "a 
natural body, but it is raised a spiritual body." There, 
at that event we call death, this spiritual body, which un- 
derlies the natural, rises in its spiritualized form, — still 
the same body, only changed from the natural unto the 
spiritual. 

In this chapter, which is the great revelation in detail 
of the future life vouchsafed by inspiration, and which, 
therefore, we always read over the graves of those we 
bury in the Lord, the Apostle declares in regard to the 
revelation he is about to make, " Behold, I show you a 
mystery ; " being a mystery, it can only be propounded 
to our faith. But as all mysteries have some outward 
sign and symbol, casting, as it were, their shadow upon 
our path and before our eyes, so the Apostle sets before 
us the analogies of this mystery. He is asserting the 
existence in us of a spiritual body, and this contempora- 
neous with our natural body ; and that when the one dies, 
the other rises up. Now, as this is a mystery beyond our 
comprehension, he illustrates it by an analogical fact of 
which we can see and understand more. The seed, he 
says, which you put into the ground, dies. You see it go 
into corruption and death. The particles detach them- 
selves from each other, and fall into decay and death. But 
presently you see coming up and out of this dead body 
another body full of life and beauty. It is not a new 
creation, it is a changed form of life; the vital germ, 
which never did die, is only reclothing itself. So, he 
says, of our human body, " it is sown in corruption," it 
dies; but it, not another, "is raised in in corruption." 

9 



130 THE SPIRITUAL BODY. 

" It is sown a natural body," a body subject to natural 
laws, " it is raised a spiritual body," a new order of life, 
subject to spiritual laws. As the seed consists of two 
elements, the vital germ and the external covering in 
which it wraps itself, and this external covering takes 
its shape and law of life from the vital force to which 
it inheres and involves ; so the human body hath these 
two elements, the vital germ, — the spiritual body, — 
and the external form in which it clothes itself. 

There is another analogy, frequent indeed in Scripture 
but here in the text involved in its very definition. It 
is called a spiritual body. This word " spiritual " means, 
and might have been so translated, " pneumatic." For, as 
you know, in the Scriptures, in the Greek language al- 
ways, the same word, *' pneuma," is used for the wind, the 
air, the breath, and the spirit. When one ceases to 
breathe, he gives up the spirit When God breathed into 
the body of clay, man became a living soul ; and when 
Jesus breathed on the disciples, " they received the Holy 
Ghost." Now, this pneuma, or air we breathe, which 
sustains all life, hath of itself no visible form. It is in- 
tangible, not subject to the inspection of the eye, known 
only by its effects. This impalpable air is nevertheless 
a body. And a mighty body, too, it is, powerful beyond 
all material forces. It gathers itself sometimes into tem- 
pests, into hurricanes, and into whirlwinds. In this latter 
form it gathers to itself an outward semblance. It wraps 
itself around with the visible clothing of the dust and 
fragments of things, and stalks like a gaunt giant over 
the land and over the sea. It wrenches the trees from the 
earth, prostrating dwellings, stranding navies. On the 
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sea it gathers up the particles of water, taking to itself 
that watery form and body known to mariners as the 
waterspout. Now, this is a pneumatic body ; and when 
it has dropped from its folds the dust and the water by 
which it is seen, it is still, without that visible form, and 
unseen, the same pneumatic body. This body you may 
smite, but it leaves no wound. You may pierce it, but 
it leaves no scar ; grasp it with your hand, it vanishes 
away. And yet it is a body, — a pneumatic, spiritual 
body. " It bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth. So is every one that is born of the 
Spirit." 

Now, man has a pneumatic, spiritual body. Now and 
here it is clothed with a material volume subject to 
natural and material laws. It assimilates unto itself 
natural things, clothing itself in material, objective forms. 
But by and by, like that pneumatic body, the whirl- 
wind, it will drop the visible material forms with which 
for a while it hath clothed itself, — will drop the burden 
of the flesh, — and then, though invisible to mortal eyes, 
it is still the same body. 

Now, again, of this earthly image, the human body, we 
find that it consists not of one, but of a series of human 
forms, woven together and interlaced through and through 
each other. Any one of these forms, as physiologists and 
anatomists tell us, represents even by itself, in outline 
more or less full, the human form. Of its osseous struc- 
ture, its frame or skeleton, no one bone is found precisely 
like it in the structure of any other creature. It is all 
human. The same is true of the form made up of the 
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tissues and of the vascular system, each growing more in 
likeness to the perfect human form, until we come to 
the nerves, which make the most complete, as they are 
the most refined, of the human organisms. 

It is in man the brain, spreading out in the delicate 
tissue of the sensitive nerve which gives life to the body 
and is the immediate instrument of the soul. So that, as 
you approach, in this unfolding, unclothing process, to 
the seat of life and the base of intelligence, you come 
nearer to that etherealized and spiritualized form which 
is the type of our humanity. Now, again. Saint Paul 
speaks of unclothing this form by the event of death, — 
dropping away, that is, these several material coverings 
of the soul, and then being " reclothed " with what he 
denominates "our house from heaven." That house 
or covering is that spiritualized form or body which 
the spirit takes to itself, or rather unfolds and devel- 
ops, when the earthly house, the niaterial tabernacle, is 
dissolved. 

These several analogies, as I said, the Apostle employs 
only as analogies to assist our conception of so great a 
mystery. But they all teach the same thing, confirm the 
same truth, that through whatever stupendous changes 
this form of ours may pass, it passes them, as the seed 
passes through decay and death, to a new and higher 
life, — passing it renewed, rejuvenated, spiritualized, and 
made immortal. " It is sown in corruption ; it is raised 
in incorruption : it is sown in dishonor ; it is raised in 
glory : it is sown in weakness ; it is raised in power. 
And when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 



THE SPIRITUAL BODY. 1 33 

shall be brought to pass the saying which is written, 
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? " 

And knowing this, in the very act of committing our 
dear ones to the dust, we taunt the great conqueror with 
his own defeat, saying, upon his own ground and realm 
of ruin, here, and at the mouth of the open sepulchre, 
"O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? " 

But, secondly, what is the law or method of this 
change ? Is the rising of the spiritual body from its dust 
an act of mechanical power ? Is it raised from the grave 
as a material body? Is it lifted by an application of 
physical force ? Does God raise it by the hand of His 
great omnipotence, or does it grow by a law of life into 
that efflorescence ? And if so, what is that law ? What 
is that vital energy by which it overcomes the grave and 
cannot " be holden of death " ? This point, involving so 
much that is peculiar to the Christian religion, being not 
merely allied to all that grows out of the Incarnation, but 
being in itself an extension and development of it, I must 
reserve for another discourse. And, in conclusion, this 
morning I would say, — 

First, We see that those who, having died in Christ, 
are now passed from our sight, are not to be thought of 
and remembered as detained in the corruption of the 
grave. No, we gather there indeed their precious dust, 
as the near and dear memorial of them as we have known 
them in the flesh. But they, their proper selves, have 
passed the valley of the shadow of death. They walk 
the streets of the New Jerusalem, and " they walk in 
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white," in innocency, in purity, in victory, in peace. We 
may think of them as clothed in their new illustrious 
forms, subject no more to the weaknesses, the pains, the 
wants and woes of the flesh. 'All the ills that " flesh is 
heir to " have no more power over them. 

In the third place, we see why, as the Apostle hath 
said, men unto whom that world was unrevealed have, 
" through fear of death, been all their lifetime subject to 
bondage." Indistinctness creates misapprehension, and 
the mind conjures up in its disquietude images of fear, 
apprehension, and terror. The clear light of the Gospel 
of Jesus dispels these clouds, and with the passing away 
of uncertainty passes away our fear. And that great 
enemy, death, is seen to be the minister of His gentle 
mercy, bidding us take, in our last agony, His sacrament 
of immortality. He is but the giver of that immortal 
gift, and under that outward and visible sign there is 
the " inward and spiritual grace " of one endless glorifi- 
cation. The night of death, as we term it, is but the 
twilight of those glorious hours in which the heavenly 
powers are to be revealed. When, in Paradise, the first 
night came down upon the fair creation, and in its dark- 
ness wrapped and veiled the beautiful world, what terror 
must have seized the minds of our first parents, as they 
saw, in the gathering gloom, each beautiful object dis- 
appear ! They knew of no returning morn, and the van- 
ishing creation threatened the return of " chaos and old 
night." But presently the evening star broke forth ; and 
leading up her train of magnificence and glory, that dark- 
ness, which seemed to shut out creation, did but reveal 
its vastness and its glory. 
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" Who could believe such darkness lay concealed 
Within thy beams, O sun ? Or who could find 

That while the leaf, the flower, the insect, stood revealed, 
That to such countless orbs Thou mad'st us blind ? 

Why, then, do we shun death with anxious strife ? 
If light can thus deceive us, wherefore, then, not life ? " 

Yes, the sun, the light of day, is beautiful ; but as, 
when it sets, fair and more glorious worlds are seen 
above, so life, setting in the darkness of the grave, re- 
appears in fairer worlds, and amid glories that eye hath 
not seen nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive. Wherefore let us thank God that 
while " there is a natural body," there is also " a spiritual 
body." For now 



On the pale cheek of death smiles and roses are blending, 
And beauty immortal awakes from the tomb." 



THE MINISTERING OF ANGELS. 

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salvation ? — Hebrews i. 14. 
Thousand thousands ministered unto Him. — Daniel vii. 10. 

'1 1 rE repeat constantly this Article of our Creed, — " I 
believe in God, the Maker of all things visible and 
invisible." The invisible world, therefore, is not with 
you a matter of doubt. But yet, as has been well said, 
" truths the most important are often considered so true 
as to lose all the power of truth." We admit them, and 
then lay them aside without thought or examination. 
Their depth and power are never tested, and it requires 
often some great shock of our whole spiritual fabric to 
bring us back to the first principles and foundations of 
our faith. And hence, often men are found carelessly 
confessing with their mouths truths which they have never 
fathomed with their minds, nor believed with their hearts. 
And so this belief, which admits the existence of two 
worlds, — the visible and the invisible, equally near and 
equally moulding us in character and everlasting destiny, 
— is often a mere assent to what we do not care to deny, 
without any realizing sense of its profound and awful 
relations. And this difficulty of realizing the truth I 
shall now attempt to relieve by some familiar illustrations 
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and analogies, such as may be apprehended by us all. 
The difficulty is in realizing 2^ presence that is to us unseen^ 
— how that can be near us, around about us, intimately 
influencing us, which we can neither see nor hear nor 
handle. Now, it may assist our conception of the truth 
to observe that the greatest forces in Nature, though 
material, are nevertheless latent ; that is, hidden entirely 
from the senses. Such are all galvanic, magnetic, and 
electric powers. The universe is full of them, and yet 
we know of their existence only by an occasional mani- 
festation ; that is, though always around us, in everything 
we see or touch, they are developed to our senses rarely. 
Now, analogous to this is our belief in the existence of 
invisible powers, clothed with high reason and affection 
and free-will. All space is peopled with them, and it 
needs but an occasion for their manifestation, and their 
glorious forms shine forth ** as the stars in the kingdom 
of our Father." From the creation of the world down to 
the complete establishment of the Christian Church, and 
the substituted presence of the risen Lord, angels and 
ministers of grace have been manifested unto men, — 
manifested, as occasion required, to their senses. But 
angels thus seen and heard are just as near when unseen 
and unheard. And, as under the former dispensation, 
they were employed to carry on the designs of Providence 
and of grace, so now, though unseen, they are " minister- 
ing angels sent forth to minister to the heirs of salvation," 
and to carry on that providence which is over all the 
works of His hands. We speak of marvellous deliver- 
ance from danger ; but it is the angel of the Lord that 
"encampeth about them that fear Him, and delivereth 
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them." We speak of healing virtue ; but it was an angel 
that touched the water at the Pool of Bethesda, and gave 
it sanative power. We speak of wonderful escape from 
foes ; but it was an angel that stood by the three children 
in the furnace, and by Daniel in the lions* den. An 
angel guided and fed Elijah when persecuted by his foes. 
We speak of supernatural courage and faith in times of 
appalling danger ; but it was an angel that stood by the 
Apostle during the tempest and in the wreck, and as- 
sured him of safety. We speak of the unaccountable and 
sudden death of wicked men ; but it was an angel that 
smote Herod because he gave not God the glory. We 
speak of the marvellous triumph of the righteous few 
over the wicked many; but when Gehazi's eyes were 
opened, he saw the angelic host covering hill and vale, 
and the Amorite troop crushed by these unseen forces. 
We speak of the " pestilence that walketh in the dark- 
ness, and the destruction that wasteth in noonday;" 
but an angel was seen with a drawn sword standing over 
Jerusalem, when the city was depopulated with a pes- 
tilence. We speak of providential incidents which have 
changed the whole course of our lives ; but it was by 
direction of an angel that Cornelius sent for Peter, who 
was to tell him words whereby he and all his house were 
to be saved. We speak of mountains of difficulty un- 
expectedly removed ; but it was an angel that rolled the 
great stone from the sepulchre, and admitted the watch- 
ers to the tomb of their Lord. We speak of the fearful- 
ness of the thunder, and the terrible fury of the storm ; 
but it is an angel that blows upon the earth, — an angel 
that has the voice of many waters, — an angel that 
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is a flame of fire. Thus, though unseen, the spiritual 
world works around us, yea, for us ; and as under the an- 
cient dispensation their glittering host was as the flaming 
sword and walls of fire to the Church, guarding it and 
crushing its foes, even so is it now. Angels guard and de- 
fend the feeble band which, but for such heavenly support, 
must sink in the deep waters and be overwhelmed by its 
foes. And more than this, a guardianship of angels is 
appointed for every Christian, however humble. 

Our Blessed Lord was seen but for a little while on 
the earth, yet, according to His promise, He is ever with 
us. And so, though we see Him not, yet are we just as 
sure of His presence as though, like Thomas, we should 
touch and handle His sacred person. In like manner, 
all the powers of the spiritual world are with us, though 
not manifest to our senses ; and that for the reason that, 
under the present economy, we are to live, not by sight, 
but by faith. It is a part of our probation to realize the 
seeming paradox which teaches us to live "as seeing 
Him who is invisible." 

Again, if it seems strange to any one that we are in a 
world of spirits as well as a world of sense, let him re- 
flect that we are undeniably taking part in a third world, 
which we do indeed see, but about which we know no 
more than about the spiritual world. I mean the lower 
world, as we term it, of the animal creation. " Can any- 
thing be more marvellous and startling," asks a profound 
writer, " unless we were used to it, than that we should 
have a race of beings about us whom we do but see, and 
as little know their state, or can describe their interests 
or their destiny, as we can tell the inhabitants of the sun 
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or moon ? " We have more real knowledge about the 
angels than about the brutes. They have, apparently, 
passions, habits, and a certain accountableness, but all 
is mystery about them. We do not know whether they 
sin or not ; whether they are under the effects of man's 
fall, or whether they are to live after this life. All that 
we know is, that a portion of this immense world of 
brute animals do serve in some way the interests of man. 
We know that there is a world inferior to us in the scale 
of being, with which we are connected, and yet of that 
world we understand almost nothing. Certainly, then, 
it is not strange if there should be a world above us with 
which also we are connected, but of which we at present 
know but little. 

When persons feel it so difficult to conceive the exist- 
ence among us of the world of spirits, because they are 
not aware of it, they should recollect how many worlds 
are all at once contained in human society itself. We 
speak of the political world, the scientific world, the 
literary and religious world, — and rightly so, because men 
are so closely united with some, and so divided from 
others ; they have such distinct objects of pursuit, one 
from the other, that in one and the same place there 
exist together a number of circles or worlds made up of 
visible men, but themselves invisible, unknown, nay, un- 
intelligible to each other. The man of ease and the 
man of care; the heir of wealth and the man born to 
poverty ; he who pines in sickness and he who rejoices 
in the vigor of health ; he who hath his portion in this 
life and he who lays it up in another ; — all these are 
living in worlds as opposite as earth and heaven, — have 
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less knowledge of, and sympathy with, each other than 
the good man hath ever with the world unseen. " What," 
asks the Apostle, — " what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness, what companionship hath light 
with darkness, what concord hath Christ with Belial ? " 
Let one consider these things, and say whether the 
world, regarded in its separate portions, is not more like 
than it is unlike the world of angels and of spirits which 
Scripture places in our midst. 

Far more important to us is it to pursue still further 
the question. What does Holy Scripture reveal of the 
presence with^ and ministry to, mankind of the blessed 
angels ? 

Michael, the first named in Scripture, conducted, 
though all unseen, the children of Israel in their wan- 
derings for forty years ; and one thousand years after- 
ward he appeared to Daniel with a message of comfort, 
saying that he was sent to receive his words, — that is, 
doubtless, the prayer he then was offering at the evening 
sacrifice. And of this same Michael it was revealed to 
Daniel, by another angel, that he should stand up the 
great prince for the children of his people, — that is, in 
guardianship of some sort over the Church of God, — and 
take prominent part in the great scene of the final resur- 
rection ; to blow, it may be, the archangel's trump that 
is to awake the sleeping dust. And it is of him that 
Saint Jude speaks as Michael the archangel " contending 
with the devil," when guarding from profanation the 
sacred body of his servant Moses. Gabriel, too, — another 
name known to men, — hath, as it is said, his place in the 
presence of God. That selected messenger of heaven. 
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reflected in the mythological mercury of Olympus, ap- 
pears to Daniel with wings, strengthens him when faint- 
ing with fear, and conveys to him the information which, 
as a prophecy, was so exactly, and to a moment, fulfilled 
five hundred years later, in the person of the Messiah. 
" And he gave him," as it is said, " not only strength 
and revelation, but skill and understanding." And he 
told him, further, that Michael was to assist the Medes 
and the Grecians in their contest soon to be waged with 
Persia. The same Gabriel appeared five hundred years 
later to Zacharias, announcing his name and his mission, 
saying to this affrighted priest, dumb before the appari- 
tion, " Fear not, ... I am Gabriel that stand in the 
presence of God, and am sent to speak unto thee, and 
to show these glad tidings." Six months later he ap- 
peared to the Virgin Mary, and made the great annuncia- 
tion ! What an idea this gives us of life in that great 
eternity ! Michael, with the same immortal youth, leads 
the Church through the wilderness, overcomes the dragon, 
will blow the Resurrection trump I Gabriel, too, passes 
the whole six hundred years in the same vocation, and 
comes, in all the glow of his perpetual prime, to Zacharias 
and the Virgin I 

I would also remark, to simplify our conception of the 
service of angels, that their order and ranks imply as 
wide a difference, both in creation and service, as in 
the different orders and series of this visible and lower 
creation ; so that the one order, of which the most is re- 
vealed to us, is that next in grade to our humanity, and 
so nearly allied through the Incarnation to it, that they 
are called by Saint John, or rather denominate them- 
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selves, " our brethren." It is to this order, probably, of 
whom Michael is called the Prince, that the conservation 
and protection of the Church, under God, is committed. 
For God does not reveal himself, His presence and power, 
by the display of His immediate essence, but acts me- 
diately through the instruments he has selected and ap- 
pointed for these several ends. This order is represented 
to us as the court and army of the Captain of our sal- 
vation. Their employment, therefore, is mainly for the 
advancement of that unseen yet mighty kingdom, sown 
first among us as a grain of mustard seed, yet growing to 
the mighty tree, — " the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands," yet vital and growing, till it fills the 
whole earth. Incidentally to the advancement of this 
kingdom, and until it shall have been completed, there is 
subjected to this same authority and rule, and therefore 
to the service of angels, the kingdoms of Nature and 
of Providence. "For He hath made Him who is the 
Head of the Church, Head over all things." And they 
must remain in that subjection till all His purposes of 
mercy are completed ; " for He must reign till all ene- 
mies are put under His feet." Then, when all things are 
subdued unto Him, when this revolted world shall again 
be restored, and man shall have regained "lost Eden 
and the blissful seat;" when all rebellion shall have 
been exhausted and crushed out, and nothing left "to 
hurt or destroy in all God's holy mountain ; " then, when 
the earth is redeemed from the fatal curse, and there 
shall appear " the new heaven and the new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness," — then shall He lay down this 
authority, this rule, and this power, and God shall be 
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" all in all." Then no more will He hide himself behind 
the veil and shadows of men and of angels, but in all the 
fulness of His own eternity shall we see Him " face to 
face," and " know as we are known." In the mean time, 
where cherubim " veil their faces," let us not think it un- 
due humility to veil ours, and humbly adore where we 
cannot comprehend, and bless Him if we may but touch 
the hem of His garment, and see from afar the glory with 
which the essence of His being is clothed, and so made 
tolerable to mortal sight. 

I would remark, further, of the ministry of angels, that 
their devotion to Christ, as the Head of the new creation, 
— that is, the Church and kingdom of God (to appreciate 
which we must remember that it was to Him in His 
humiliation, and when, as "a, man with like passions 
with ourselves," He needed their succor and their care), 
— identifies Himself with them, by acknowledging what is 
done unto them as done unto Him. Remembering, too, 
the promise which is for every faithful soul, "Thou shalt 
not be afraid of any terror by night, nor for the sickness 
that destroyeth at noonday," for He shall give His angels 
charge to bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy 
foot against a stone ; — remembering this, look at the life 
of Christ, from the moment he appeared among us as the 
Babe of Bethlehem, till He ascended amid a convoy of 
angels to "the glory which He had with the Father before 
the world was." See, on the plains of Bethlehem, the 
waiting shepherds, their souls ravished with the music of 
angels, come down to serenade the new-born King 1 See 
how, when Herod, with all his craft and power, encom- 
passed that child's life, Joseph was warned by an angel to 
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send him into Egypt ! See how, coming forth suffering 
and exhausted, though a victor, from His duel with Satan 
(for He was manifested to destroy him), the angels 
gather around and minister to Him ! See how, when 
sick and weary of this sad earth. He goes up into the 
mountain to pray, the angels come again, lift for a little 
the veil, and heaven for a moment sublimes and irradi- 
ates the scene ! See, as He goes to His agony in the 
garden, there is an angel by that strengthens Him when 
fainting before His cup and baptism ! See, at the open 
tomb, bright angels at the head and at the foot where 
Jesus lay! See, when gathered on the mount from 
which He is to ascend to His glory, the disciples stand 
gazing in speechless wonder, suddenly the heavens part 
asunder, and a convoy of angels escort Him in triumph 
to His throne ! And one angel, yet loitering, said to the 
wondering throng, " Ye men of Israel, this same Jesus 
shall so come again, as ye have seen Him go ; " — come, 
that is, in the clouds, and with the glory of all His 
angels ; " when every eye shall see Him," and the angels 
that attend Him : they shall see the mighty powers 
heretofore unseen, by which this world has been gov- 
erned, the Church preserved, and God Almighty glorified. 
And in this personal history of our Head, may we see 
something of what the angels have to do with man. 
Their mission, as exercised toward individuals or masses 
of men, could be illustrated in much more minute and 
extended detail, by reciting their revelation and ser- 
vice to the. patriarchs Abraham, Lot, Jacob, Gideon, and 
David ; to the prophets Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, Zechariah, 
Ezekiel, and others; and in the New Testament, to 

10 



146 THE MINISTERING OF ANGELS. 

Joseph and Mary, John the Baptist, Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, Philip, and Cornelius, the Apostle Paul, and John 
the Evangelist. But these all would only testify to what 
the life of Jesus shows ; and God promises that every 
faithful soul is under the protection and guardianship of 
angels. Let it be to us individually a consolation to 
know that however insignificant and unworthy we may 
be, yet doth " He give His angels charge " concerning 
us. Unto the heirs of salvation they personally minister ; 
so that each of the " little ones " of Christ, though de- 
spised of men, in humble g^ratitude may claim their high 
alliance, their great protection. The world may for- 
sake us ; friends the most tried and trusted may desert 
us ; human love may seem a mockery and a dream ; but 
the love of the blessed angels never tires, never faints, — 
" they neither slumber nor sleep." They guard our life, 
brightening our joys, sharing our sorrows, and at last, 
bearing us through the " open door " of heaven, conduct 
us to His presence, before whom " angels bow, and arch- 
angels veil their faces." 

In conclusion, I would remind you, that while we are 
guided, comforted, and shielded by the heavenly powers, 
there are also evil spirits striving for the mastery over us, 
leading us, if we yield to them, in the paths of sin and 
everlasting death. When "there was war in heaven," 
and " Michael and his angels fought and cast out the 
devil and his angels," they were "cast out into the earth ;" 
and here they abide, "going about," in the fearful lan- 
guage of the Apostle, " like a lion, seeking whom they 
may devour." " Try the spirits, therefore." And be sure 
that every temptation to evil is not of God, but of your 
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great adversary ; while every gentle persuasion to virtue, 
every silent awakening of noble and generous aspira- 
tions, every quickening impulse to a good deed, "all 
holy desires, all good counsels, all just works," proceed 
from God and His holy and perhaps our own guardian 
angels. 



THE END. 
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